
 

Who Needs Church Anymore | Week 2: September 15-16, 2018 
 

 
 

Weekly Check In 

2 minute share: 
● T-shirts! Wear your shirt this week. 
● What has God been teaching you in your daily encounter? 
● BLESS update - who have you prayed for, listened to, ate with, served, or shared your 

story with this week? 

 
 
This Week’s Big Idea: God is love. 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Group Interactive: 

Read Isaiah 53.  
1. Break it up so each person can read a few verses. 
2. Then, leader read the whole text aloud. 
3. Have each individual read it on their own. As you are reading, go through and 

highlight the parallels between this chapter and Jesus’ life and ministry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What things did you highlight that resembles who Jesus is or his ministry? 
2. Read John 3:16. Why do you think God needed to send Jesus? 
3. After discussing Jesus’ role, what’s your response to that truth? 

 
Next Steps: If you haven’t said yes to Jesus in baptism, read through the “making waves” book 
this. If you have been baptized, who can you speak through the “making waves” book with.  
 
 
Who Needs Church Anymore | Week 2: LEADER GUIDE 
 

 
 
Hi leaders, welcome to Week 2! 
 
WEEK 2 | God is love 
This week’s tips and takeaways: 
 
1. This week we will have some extended reading of Isaiah 53. You might want to reach out to 
your group to bring their Bibles (bible app works too), but we are going to highlight scripture. 
Gathering a few highlighters might be nice as well. 
 
2. The discussion questions are intended to create understanding that taking next steps is 
about obedience to God. Following with the next step being about baptism.  
 
3. Talking through the next step may take some time this week. Be sure to plan for a longer 
discussion around it. 
 



 

4. Below is 2|42’s Biblical explanation of baptism: take time to read through this document 
before going over the next step with your group. 
 
2|42 FAQ Baptism: 

Scriptures 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, 

what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

                                                                                                                                              - Acts 2:37-38 

 

3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 

the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. - Romans 6:3-4 

 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 

profess your faith and are saved.                                                        - Romans 10:9-10 

 

 

Baptism FAQ’s 
So, you’re interested in baptism? That is so awesome! We are excited that you’ve found 2|42 

as a place to connect and take next steps. Below you will find a list of commonly asked 

questions to read through, prior to your baptism. If you have any questions make sure to follow 

up with your Small Group Leader or Campus Pastor. Not only will your baptism be a big next 

step for you, but we’ve seen it encourage others in their journey too! 

Who Should Be Baptized? 

Anyone who is a follower of Jesus and made a decision to believe in him (Romans 10|9-10) 

should be baptized (Acts 2|37-38). 



 

If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, then you are ready to be baptized. 

Just like a bride and groom show others their love for one another by wearing wedding bands, 

your baptism is your opportunity to show others that you have accepted Christ and are now 

walking with Him. 

What Does Baptism Symbolize? 

Baptism is a way of showing others that you have entered into a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

It symbolizes what took place in your heart at the time of salvation: 

● Accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 

● Romans 6|3-4. Shared in His death and resurrection, illustrated by going 

● under the water (dead to your old life), then rising again (new life). 

● We’re symbolically washed clean, and sins were forgiven by His death on the cross. 

● We like to describe the new life that baptism signifies with three words: 

Commitment, Covenant & Commissioning. 

● Baptism is first and foremost about your commitment to follow Christ, from this day 

forward. You can think of the baptism moment like that of a wedding ceremony. It’s 

a big moment in your life as a follower of Jesus and one that you want your family 

and friends to celebrate with you. 

● Baptism is also about entering into a covenant relationship with your church. This 

makes your church like your family – meaning we need you to speak into our life 

and serve with us and make us better. It also means that the church can speak into 

your life and help you take next steps. 

● And lastly baptism is your commissioning into the movement of the Jesus mission. 

Simply put, God has gifted you and wants you to help others take next steps too. 

You don’t have to have that all figured out today, but when Jesus left earth, he 



 

commissioned all of his followers to go and make disciples of the world. That calling 

is now yours too! 

What If I Was Christened/Baptized As An Infant? 

Some denominations choose to christen infants. While we recognize the right of other 

churches to practice infant christening, we understand Scripture to teach that only professing 

believers qualify for baptism. Baptism does not make you a believer, rather it shows that you 

already believe. 

Do I Have To Do The Video Testimony? 

One of the most powerful aspects of baptism at 2|42 Community Church is the video testimony 

at our campuses. The video allows you to share how Christ has been working in your life. Pre 

Recording allows you to do as many takes as necessary, while sharing the message you have 

thoughtfully and prayerfully prepared ahead of time. Many people ask, "Do I have to do the 

video?" The answer is no. But, baptism is meant to be a public profession and it is an 

incredible opportunity to share God's message of redemption with others. We have witnessed 

the life changing effect these videos have had on people's lives. 

Another important reason we do a video is that we as a congregation grow in our faith by 

watching these stories. It allows friends, family, and even those you don't know to celebrate the 

amazing transformation God has worked in your life. 

Can I Invite People To My Baptism? 

Are you kidding? Of course! This is a great way to not only celebrate your faith publicly, but 

also share your faith with your family, friends and coworkers. Invite the all! 

 

 



 

Do I Get One Of Those Cool ‘Making Waves’ Shirts? 

Those are standard issue and yours to keep. Just make sure to bring a change of clothes for 

the baptism. 

 

Children: 

ABC's of baptism -  making Jesus our forever friend  

A - admit (we have a sin problem) 

B - believe (Jesus is who he said he was) 

C - choose (Jesus as our Lord & Saviour) 

D - dive in and be baptized 

 


