
 

Things We Wish Jesus Never Said | Week 4: November 24 & 25, 2018 
 

 
 
 

Weekly Check In 

2 minute share: 
● What has God been teaching you in your daily encounter? 
● BLESS update - who have you prayed for, listened to, ate with, served, or shared your 

story with this week? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Lose your life 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Group Interactive: 

● Take a look through your calendar (if you have it on your phone/or have it with you) or just 
think through the last few weeks. What themes go do you see? What do you wish you had 
more time to do? What do you wish you didn’t have on your calendar? What would you say 
you prioritize the most? 

● Christmas season is here, how do you want to make sure you are intentional with your time? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Scripture and Discussion Questions:  

 
● Luke 9 57-62 - The cost of following Jesus - 57 As they were walking along the road, a man 

said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds 
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 59 He said to another man, 
“Follow me.”But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”60 Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”61 Still 
another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my 
family.”62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service 
in the kingdom of God.” 

○ Discuss verse 58. What is Jesus saying we must be willing to give up in order to truly 
follow him? 

○ Do Jesus’ replies seem harsh? What does that say about how we should react to it?  
○ What is Jesus asking of his disciples?  

 
● Mark 8:34-38 34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the 
gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their 
soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me 
and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 
them when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels.” 

○ What does Jesus mean when he says  “ Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me”? 

○ Discuss this passage in the context of our “me-centered” culture.  
 

● Looking back at your calendar where you’ve spent your time most recently, where is God 
calling you to “take up your cross” and lose your life for Him? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Next Steps: go-be. What tangible step can you take this week to be selfless, deny yourself, 
step out of your comfort zone, and follow Him completely.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Things We Wish Jesus Never Said | Week 4: LEADER GUIDE 
 
Hey leaders! The lesson this week calls for us to take a serious look at our own lives 
and see where Jesus and his mission fits into our priorities. Be honest and hold firm to 
the truths discussed this week!  
 

● Luke 9:  
○ Jesus doesn’t want part of our lives. He wants the whole thing. Know the cost of 

following him.  
○ Jesus did not teach people to forsake responsibilities to family, but he often gave 

commands to people in light of their real motives. Perhaps this man wanted to 
delay following Christ and was using his father as an excuse. Following Jesus 
has a cost, and each of us must be ready to serve, even when it requires 
sacrifice. 

● Mark 8:  
○ Death on a cross was a form of execution used by Rome for dangerous 

criminals. A prisoner carried his own cross to the place of execution, signifying 
submission to Rome’s power.Jesus used the image of carrying a cross to 
illustrate the ultimate submission required of his followers. He is not against 
pleasure, nor is he saying that we should seek pain needlessly. Jesus was 
talking about the heroic effort needed to follow him moment by moment, to do his 
will even when the work is difficult and the future looks bleak. 

○ We should be willing to lose our lives for the sake of the gospel, not because our 
lives are useless but because nothing—not even life itself—can compare to what 
we gain with Christ. 

○ To deny themselves: To imitate Jesus in laying down their individual, 
nationalistic, or religious agendas so as to follow him and his gospel 

 
 
Share some examples of Mark 8:34-38 that you’ve heard of in your life.  

● Empty nesters choosing to foster and then adopt young kids with special needs instead of 
traveling and enjoying THEIR plans of retirement. 

● Sell your house to downsize so you have more flexibility in your monthly budget to give, and 
donate all the profit to your local church. 

● Open up your home to have roommates for those who need love and a place to stay. 
● Limiting your income to live off of a sum much smaller and donate the rest.  


