
 

Week Four | Weekend of September 26, 28, & 29 
 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What is the funniest thing you did as a kid that your family still talks about to 
this day? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● On Day One of our Daily Encounter Reading Plan this week, we looked at the 
Armor of God in Ephesians 6. What was something new you learned or were 
reminded of? 

● Last week we were challenged to be peacemakers and practice repentance 
and forgiveness. How did that go? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Blessed are those who are Persecuted  
 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Matthew 5|10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when 

people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

Hebrews 11|24-27, 32-40 “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 

known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along 

with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He 

 



 

regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of 

Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not 

fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible… 32 

And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, 

Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who 

through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was 

promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and 

escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and 

who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women received 

back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, 

refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 

Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were 

put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. 

They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 

mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. These were all 

commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 

40 since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us 

would they be made perfect.” 

 
1. Share a time when you were blamed for something you didn’t do. How did 

that make you feel? 

2. Has anyone been criticized, judged, laughed at, or persecuted for your faith. 
What was that like? 

3. What things stick out to you in the above passages? 

4. Persecution comes because you're doing something right, not because you're 
doing something wrong. In Matthew 5, Jesus says we are blessed when we 
are persecuted for being His followers. How is this a blessing? 

 

Let’s continuing reading where we left off in Hebrews and Matthew... 



 

Hebrews 12|1-3 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 

entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing 

our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him, 

he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so 

that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

 
5. When people don’t like you, what do you do? 

6. What would it look like to endure and persevere as Jesus did? 

 

Matthew 5|13-16 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 

thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 You are the light of the world. A town 

built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 

a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  

 
7. What makes low-carb, sugar-free, no sodium diets sound delicious? 

8. Jesus calls us “the salt of the earth.” What does it mean for Christians to be 
the “flavor of the world?” 

9. Who in your life needs you to be more flavorful? How have you been holding 
back in fear from sharing truth with those around you? 

   



 

 

Next Steps: 

 
Have you gone public with your 
faith? Have you been baptized 
since you’ve decided to make 
Jesus your Lord and Savior? 
 
Acts 2|41 “Those who accepted 
his message were baptized.” 

 
Baptism is the public way people 
in the New Testament expressed 
their belief in and commitment to 
Jesus Christ. The example we 
see in the Bible demonstrates 
that first a person is to believe in 
Christ and then he or she is baptized as an expression of that belief. 
 
What is your Next Step in going public with your faith and letting others know that you 
are a follower of Jesus? 

   



 

Bless This Home  | Week Four: LEADER GUIDE 
 
Hey Small Group Leaders! This week wraps up this series on the Beatitudes, but that doesn’t 
mean we are done being a church that is made up of homes that look radically different than 
those around us. Dig in deep this week with your groups as we study together what it looks 
like to truly live like Christ followers- regardless of what the rest of the world thinks. 
 
Weekly Check-In: 
The 2|42 Daily Encounter Reading Plan (the Bible passages, online devotionals, and videos) 
are created to help dig in deeper to the weekend’s message. Spending time in Small Group 
discussing what others are learning continues that conversation started with the weekend 
teaching. We will be continuing to this Reading Plan into the next upcoming series as well 
with questions to reflect and share in Small Group. 
 
This second question is a follow-up to our Next Steps challenge from last week: 
1. Who is someone I have hurt and need to apologize and ask for forgiveness? 
2. Who has hurt me who I need to forgive? 
Check in with your Small Group to hear how that went. 
 
Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
This week, we have four Scripture passages rather than our typical three. But really, they are 
just two passages that have been broken into two more passages: Matthew 5|10-16 and 
Hebrews 11|24-12|3. In choosing these passages for your Small Group to study, we wanted 
to help draw the connection between the struggles & blessings of persecution and the calling 
& community we have in being followers of Jesus. 
 
Matthew 5|10-12 and Hebrews 11|24-27, 32-40 (verses 28-31 were not included simply to 
save space and time. Feel free to read them as a group if you choose.) 

● The first question is written to discuss unfair judgement and how that feels. 
● The second question digs into the idea of persecution: What does it look like to be 

judged simply for being a Christian? 
● Persecution is defined as: “hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of race or 

political or religious beliefs.” Persecution doesn’t happen because someone is doing 
something wrong but because of who they are or what they believe. As Christians, we 
are persecuted for pursuing righteousness and following Christ. 
 

 
   



 

Hebrews 12|1-3 
● Let question five be a place for your Small Group to be real and answer how they 

naturally would respond and not what sounds like the “right answer.” 
● What are things we see Jesus doing when persecuted?  

- Remaining silent (Mark 14|61) 
- Praying for them (Luke 23|34) 
- Forgiving (Luke 23|43) 

● Why do we see Him doing those things?  
- Vs 2 reads: “For the joy set before him” That joy is us- those who would 

choose to follow Him. 
● With that perspective, how can you encourage your Small Group to act and respond 

like Jesus? 
 
Matthew 5|13-16 

● While we’re aware there can be health benefits from these types of diets in question 
seven, we’re hoping someone from your group yells loudly, “Nothing!” In the event that 
does not happen, be that person.  

● Christ followers are supposed to add to the world- to make it better. When we’re afraid 
of what others might think, what are we withholding from those around us? 

 
Next Steps:  
Talk to your group about baptism and going public with their faith. As the Small Group 
Leader, share your own baptism story and how that impacted your life. 
Challenge those in your Group who have also been baptized to share their baptism story with 
the people in their lives. Ask them, What does it look like to take a Next Step in sharing your 
story? 


