
 
Bless This Home | Week One: September 7 & 8 
 

 
 

Weekly Check In 

2 minute share: 
● BLESS Update: Who did you pray for, listen to, eat with, serve, or share your 

story with this summer? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Acts 2|42-47 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with 

awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the 

believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property 

and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to 

meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 



 

together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved.” 

 
1. At 2|42, we say we want to be a new church like the first church. What things 

do you see the first church modeling? 

2. How would our homes, neighborhoods, and communities respond if we 
looked like that? 

 

Matthew 28|18-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
3. A relationship with God implies that we are growing (“learning to obey 

everything that Jesus has commanded us”). What makes it difficult to take 
Next Steps in our lives? 

4. How do you individually or as a family intentionally schedule growing in 
relationship with God? 

 

Introducing the Nine: 

The Nine was designed to be a road map of sorts for people to take Next Steps with 
God. It’s not only a guide to point towards a deeper relationship with God but a metric 
for believers to gauge their health as a 3C Christ follower.  

This is done through three separate actions: Celebrate, Connect, and Contribute. The 
Nine is further divided into degrees of next stepping and moves left to right as a 
progressive journey of faith. 



 
 

Group Interactive: 

Activity One: Fill in and Discuss “The Nine” as a Small Group 

Together as a group, fill in the nine empty boxes. Take time to discuss each box before 
moving on to the next. 

 
Activity Two: Answer the Following Questions on your own and Discuss them as a 
Small Group 

What are some of the next steps you’ve already taken? 
 
 
 
 

What are some of your next steps you need to take? 
 
 
 
 

How and when will you take or start to take those next steps this week? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Steps: 

Now that you’ve shared with your Small Group what you think your Next Step is, commit 
to taking that next step! Declare it, and Schedule it.  

Talk as a Small Group how you can hold each other accountable to take Next Steps. 



 
 
Bless This Home  | Week One: LEADER GUIDE 
 
Welcome back, Small Group Leaders! We hope you have had an incredible and restful 
summer and are ready to dive back into Small Group life. And what a great series to kick off 
this fall about what it looks like to be people, families, and communities of blessing! The 
Beatitudes are still just as relevant today as they were 2,000 years ago. Encourage your Small 
Group to be inviting friends and family to join them on the weekends and plug into your Small 
Group to dig deeper into how to live a blessed life. 
 
As we pick up our Small Group rhythm again, we wanted to start this term off by giving your 
Small Group time to think, pray, & talk about what Next Step each person in your group feels 
God calling them to take in this next season. This lesson was designed to pull from the 
weekend teaching and also really highlight The Nine as a practical way to intentionally 
schedule and pursue righteousness: what is right according to God. 
 
This past weekend, we also kicked off a church wide Bible Reading Plan. With our Small 
Group lessons going forward after this week, we’ll be creating more space in Small Group 
time to dig deeper into Daily Encounter. Encourage your Small Group to commit to reading 
through that. They can get connected to following that at 242community.com/dailyencounter 
 
The Weekly Check-In BLESS Update and the Scripture and Discussion Questions are 
pretty straightforward and simple to lead through and answer as a group. 
 
Introducing The Nine: 
Many churches have mission statements that sound something similar to “helping people 
take next steps with God,” but what makes 2|42 unique is that we have tried to create a 
“roadmap” to show people what Next Steps look like and how to practically take them. 
 
Group Interactive: 
Activity One: 
Have your group draw out the Nine together on poster board, a white board, or some other 
visible place, labeling and discussing each box. On the following page is an example of the 
nine, each square explained, and possible Next Steps from that square. 



 
 
Activity Two: 
In preparation for this week’s Small Group, grab some “The Nine” cards from the Next Steps 
Table this week if you can. Give one to everyone in Small Group for them to look and pray 
over to decide what Next Step they feel God leading them to take. Have them answer the 
three questions in the lesson and share where they are and where they’d like to go in their 
walk with God. Write these down and be praying for your Small Group members. 

 
 

● Weekends - Celebrating God during corporate worship, taking communion together, 
witnesses baptism, ect.  

- Attend consistently 
- Come expectantly 
- Invite someone else to attend weekend services 

 
● Baptism - We believe that the symbol of baptism is an outward expression of the next 

step that someone has taken to be buried with Christ and be raised in new life. This 
event is an act of obedience as well as a testament to those in the life of the attender. 

- Commit and be baptized 
- Follow obediently  
- Help someone else take the next step of baptism 



 
 

● Daily Encounter - Reading the Bible and spending time with God daily. 
- Set aside consistent time daily 
- Join the 2|42 Bible Reading Plan 
- Pray at least once a day for a week 
- Watch the Facebook Live Daily Encounter video 
- Ask someone to text you to keep you accountable to having a Daily Encounter time 

 
 

● Next Step Groups - Participating in a short group experience that usually meets on 
campus and begins to introduce community and taking next steps. 

- Joining a Rooted group 
- Participating in FPU or a family focused group 
- Facilitating a Rooted group or leading a Next Step group experience. 

 
 

● Small Groups - Connecting with others near you geographically to unpack the 
weekend teaching and go on mission together by serving your community. 

- Prioritize community weekly in your schedule 
- Look to meet a need of someone in your small group 
- Invite someone else to your small group 
- Help plan an outreach event for your group 
- Become a Small Group Apprentice 

 
 

● Coaching Groups - A group of 2-5 people who meet together for a set period of time 
to encourage specific next steps.  

- Find someone a few next steps ahead of you and commit to being coached. 
- Find someone a few steps behind you and commit to coaching them for a season. 

 
 

● Team - Using your gifts and talents to serve on the weekend to make it possible for 
thousands of people to take their first and next steps with God. 

- Identify how God has shaped you to serve 
- Fill out a Connect Card and test drive in a serving area 
- Invite someone to join the team you already serve on 

 



 
● Tithe - Giving back to God through the local church 10% of our income. 

- Download the Gyve app 
- Commit to being a Relational Giver 
- Choose a way to become a Radial Giver 
- Tell someone how tithing has changed you 

 
● Go + Be - Living out your faith and sharing your story with those around you where you 

Live, Work, and Play.  
- Pray and Identify someone God calling you to start BLESSing 
- Take LeadOut 
- Share your faith story with someone 
- Meet a need of someone outside the church 

 


