
 

Week Three | Weekend of September 21 & 22 
 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● If you could rid the world of one thing, what would it be? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● Last week in our Daily Encounter Reading Plan we read Psalm 136 and were 
challenged to create a regular “Thank God” list. Did you do this and how did it 
impact you? 

● What else has God been teaching you this week? 
● Who is someone you can share that with? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Blessed are the Peacemakers 
 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Ephesians 4|1-6 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy 

of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 

bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the 

Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” 

1. How would you explain the difference between a peace-keeper and 
peace-maker? 

2. Paul writes that because of the calling we’ve received, Christ followers should 
“make every effort” to live at peace with others. What does that look like? 

 



 

Matthew 5|21-26 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that 

everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 

insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 

be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there 

before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 

offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 

with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to 

the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out 

until you have paid the last penny.” 

 
3. Which is more important to you: being known as someone who is always right 

or as someone who cares about others?  

4. According to this passage, what are we as Christ followers supposed to do 
when we realized we have wronged someone? How is that different than just 
saying the words: “I’m sorry”? 

5. Why is it hard for us to admit when we are wrong? 

 

Colossians 3|12-14 “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 

beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 

complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.” 

 
6. Have you ever been granted forgiveness even when you felt like you didn’t 

deserve it? 

7. Why does God ask us to forgive those who hurt us? 

8. What would it look like if Christians were always the first to ask for forgiveness 
and the first to extend it? Who would we look like? 

 



 

Next Steps: 

GOing and BEing the Church means 
we take what God is teaching us 
and live that out in our lives in a way 
that impacts the world and people 
around us. 
 
As a Next Step for this week, ask 
yourself: 
1. Who is someone I have hurt and 
need to apologize and ask for 
forgiveness? 
2. Who has hurt me who I need to 
forgive? 
 

If you feel comfortable, share with our Small Group what your next step will be with that 
person or people and how we can be praying for you and these conversations this week. 

   



 

Bless This Home  | Week Three: LEADER GUIDE 
 
Hey Small Group Leaders! This week we focused on what it looks like for us to be people of 
peace. We don’t want to just be people avoiding conflict but instead, let’s be proactive on 
creating and restoring peace with those with whom we have relationship. 
 
Ice Breaker Question: 
This question is to help get conversation flowing. And it also gives you a bit of an inside look 
on what gets your group passionate and fired up. (Did someone say Service Outreach ideas?) 
 
Weekly Check-In: 
We were serious when we said we wanted to become a church who took Bible Reading 
seriously. Challenge your group to be joining along in the Daily Encounter Reading Plan if they 
don’t have a daily rhythm of spending time in Scripture. Even if they miss the weekend 
service, all the passages are accessible online at 242community.com/dailyencounter. 
 
And remember, we read Scripture to learn more about who God is, to fall more in love with 
Him, and to share that with the world around us. Challenge your group to think about who it 
this that they know who needs to hear what they learned this past week. 
 
Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
Ephesians 4|1-6 

● Peace-keeper: Someone who desires to maintain peace by avoiding conflict. 
● Peacemaker: Someone who creates peace by resolving turmoil and reconciling 

adversaries. 
 

Matthew 5|21-26 
● Reconcile: to restore to friendship or harmony 
● Remorse says, “I’m sorry you feel bad.”  
● Repentance says, “I was wrong. I sinned. I hurt you. I’m sorry. Will you forgive me?” 

 
Colossians 3|12-14 

● These first two questions are pretty straightforward. 
● When we forgive others like God has forgiven us, we demonstrate who God is. We look 

like Him because we are His children. 
 
Next Steps:  
Challenge your group to step out with week in radical peacemaking: being quick to repent & 
reconcile and to graciously extend forgiveness as Christ has done for us. 


