
 

Week One | Weekend of November 30 and December 1 
 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What is your favorite holiday food? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● How were you able to be a BLESSing over the Thanksgiving holiday? 
● What are your plans for your Daily Encounter during this Advent season? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Wonder is Beautiful 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

John 1|1-5 & 14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 

things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him 

was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it... 14 The Word became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 

only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

1. Describe a moment when you experienced something beautiful. 

2. John writes that Jesus is God, and that through Jesus everything was created. 
Why do you think God created the world?  

3. When you contemplate the wonder of God creating everything, what is your 
one-word response? 

 



 

Romans 5|12-17 “12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, 

and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all 

sinned—13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is 

not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, 

death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who 

did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to 

come. 15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass 

of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the 

grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of 

God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one 

sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and 

brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned 

through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant 

provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 

man, Jesus Christ!” 

4. Where do you see signs of brokenness in our world? 

5. Because of one man’s sin, death entered the entire world. Despite the 
immeasurable amount of sin committed from Adam to today, Jesus’ death 
brought justification and life for all people. How does Paul contrast Adam and 
Jesus in these verses? 

6. How does knowing what Jesus has done impact how you live your life and 
view the world around you? 

 

Isaiah 61|1-4 “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness 

for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of 

vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who 

grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 



 

joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display 

of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long 

devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for 

generations.” 

 
7. Where did you see beauty and good this past week? 

8. In our culture, it’s easy to fall into self-pity when we experience brokenness. 
Jesus quotes this Old Testament prophecy at the beginning of his ministry, 
that God’s Kingdom brings beauty instead of ashes, joy instead of mourning, 
and praise instead of despair. What would that look like if we encouraged, 
reminded, or informed people that, through Jesus, God has and is restoring 
beauty and good in our world? 

 
 

Next Steps: 

 
Small Groups exist to help 
people take next steps with God 
in Biblical Community. They are 
a place where we can be real 
with one another, where we can 
encourage one another, and 
where we grow together. 
 
Spend 5-10 minutes as a group 
calling out the good things and 
giftings God has placed inside 
one another.  
 
How can you continue to 
encourage your Small Group members throughout this upcoming week? 

   



 

Wonder | Week One: LEADER GUIDE 
 
Hey Small Group Leaders! This week starts our series: Wonder. The birth of Jesus is the most 
wonderful thing to happen. This week we will be focusing in on how Wonder is Beautiful. 
 
Weekly Check-In: 
Have your Small Group discuss how their Thanksgiving went and how they were able to live 
out being Christ followers over the break. 
 
Ask your Small Group what they plan to do for their Daily Encounter time during the Advent 
series. This past weekend 2|42 Daily Encounter Reading Plan Advent Calendars were passed 
out. A physical copy of those calendars can be found at the Next Steps Table or online at 
242community.com/dailyencounter. 
 
Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
The scripture passages and discussion passages are created to help your Small Group 
process 3 main idea: 

1) God made this world and everything in it to be beautiful. 
2) Sin and brokenness entered the world, but through Jesus, our world is being restored. 
3) God has a part for each of us in that restoration process. He wants to restore us and 

also use us to help others. 
 
John 1|1-5 & 14 
Use this passage to discuss the beauty and wonder of the world. Think and imagine together 
why God decided to make our world and make us. Challenge your group to think of a 
one-word response when thinking about God’s creation. 
 
Romans 5|12-17 
This passage contrasts Adam and Jesus. Because of one sin, death entered the world for 
every single person afterward. But despite all that sin, Jesus’ death brings life for all people. If 
we are now truly sinless, that affects the way we see ourselves and the way we view our 
world. 
 
Isaiah 61|1-4 
This passage is an Old Testament prophecy from Isaiah concerning the Messiah and His 
coming kingdom. Jesus quotes this prophecy in Luke 4|18-19 declaring that it is being fulfilled 
through Him. As followers of Christ, we are invited to join in the restoration process. Our 
words have the power to rebuild and restore through Christ’s power. What would it look like if 
the church was known for restoring beauty in the world? 



 

Next Steps: 
This week, spend 5-10 minutes in your Small Group encouraging one another and calling out 
good things you see in each other.  
 
Some ways of doing this: 

● Have each person compliment/encourage 3 other members 
● Go around the circle saying one word/adjective about each person 
● Break into guys and girls 
● Split into 2s or 3s and spend time praying over each other 
● Ect. 

 
Encourage your Small Group to continue encouraging each other throughout the week. As a 
Small Group leader, send a text or email to each of your members sometime through this next 
week calling out something good in each of them. 
 
Thanks for leading! 


