
 

Week Two | Weekend of December 5, 7, & 8 
 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What is something you’ve been eyeing that you would love to receive as a Christmas 
gift this year? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● Share a BLESS update. (Begin with prayer, Listen, Eat, Serve, Share your story) 
● What was an activity you did this week from the Daily Encounter Advent 

Calendar? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Wonder is Unexpected 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Group Interactive: 

Together as a Small Group, read the Christmas Story found in the Gospel of Luke 
in 1|26-38 and 2|1-21 

What is unexpected about this story? Compile a list: 

1. Virgin mother 
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  
9.  
10.  

 

 



 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Unexpected stuff happens. Our expectations have a way of bringing hope or 
robbing us of hope. An unexpected good thing feels like a gift or treasure. But an 
unexpected bad thing can leave us feeling disillusioned, disappointed, or flat out 
angry and hurt. 

1. What was your New Year’s Resolution for 2019? How did that go? 

2. What were some unexpected things that happened to you this past year? 
 

John 16|19-23 & 33 “Jesus saw that they (the disciples) wanted to ask him about 

this, so he said to them, ‘Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 

‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see 

me’? 20 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. 

You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child 

has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the 

anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: 

Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one 

will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very 

truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name… 33 I have 

told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.’” 

3. When something unexpected happens, what is your first response? 

4. What was the disciples’ response when Jesus told them He was going to go 
away? How did Jesus bring clarity or comfort to that unexpected statement? 

5. Being a follower of Christ doesn’t mean there are no more unexpected 
troubles in our life. It does mean that Jesus promises to give us peace and joy 
through those moments. How have you seen this in your life this past year? In 
what areas are you still waiting for that joy? 



 

6. The good news of Christmas is that Jesus came to bring joy to ordinary 
people like you and me. Who in your life needs to hear that message of hope 
this Christmas? 

 
 

Next Steps: 

 
Small Groups exist to help people 
take next steps with God in Biblical 
Community. They are a place 
where we can be real with one 
another, where we can encourage 
one another, and where we grow 
together. 
 
Think back over this past year: 
What are some next steps you’ve 
already taken? 

 
What is a next step you need to take? 
 
What is a next step our Small Group needs to take as we enter into 2020? 
 
 
Share with our Small Group what you think your Next Step is and how we can encourage 
you in taking that next step. 

 

   



 

Wonder | Week Two: LEADER GUIDE 
 
This week is the last lesson of our Fall 2019 Term. Plan a Christmas party or potluck or 
celebration with your group for next week before taking a break over the Holidays. The Small 
Group Lessons will start back up again the weekend of January 16-19. But that doesn’t mean 
you can’t still get together and spend time as a Group! Be creative during this break with how 
your Small Group can still stay connected. Thanks for leading well in 2019! 
 
This last lesson will focus in on how Wonder is also Unexpected. And it will wrap up with 
some reflection time over the past year, encouraging your Small Group members to keep 
growing in relationship with God and taking Next Steps. 
 
Weekly Check-In: 
The 2|42 Daily Encounter Reading Plan Advent Calendars can be found at the Next Steps 
Table or online at 242community.com/dailyencounter. Encourage your group to take 
advantage of the activities listed in the calendar to help make a connection between what 
they read in Scripture and how to put that into action in their daily lives. 
 
Group Interactive: 
Read the Christmas Story together as a Small Group and discuss the wonder and 
unexpectedness that happens throughout the story. 
 
Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
The scripture passages and discussion passages section this week are created to help your 
Small Group  

1) Process the year as a whole 
2) Talk about how life is full of both beautiful and horrible unexpected events 
3) Encourage us to live on mission as carriers of the message of hope found in Jesus 

 
Next Steps: 
At the beginning of this fall term, you challenged your Small Group to identify their “Next 
Step.” As this is the last week of the term, spend time following up with your Small Group to 
see where they are at and how you can encourage them. 
 
Also, spend time discussing as a Small Group what are some Next Steps you can take 
together. For example: Committing to a serve location once a month, being invitational, 
joining a weekend serving team together, hanging out socially outside of group, and ect. 
 
Thank you for being on mission and loving your Small Group well! See you in 2020!! 


