
Week One: It’s Personal | LEADER GUIDE
Let’s dive into talking about… MONEY! To help you in facilitating your Small Group discussion,
we’ve put together extra resources to help you. You can check them out HERE.
Ice Breaker:
Have your group share an “elephant in the room” experience. Come up with your own example to
share first if your group isn’t thinking of any quickly. Examples: bad haircut, food in teeth, pregnancy
Weekly Check-In
Bless Update: How did people take next steps in BLESSing someone this past week?

Begin with Prayer, Listen, Eat, Serve, Share your story
Small Group Interactive:
Start off this week and this series with a word association game. Some answers will be serious,
some answers will be funny. It gets everyone listening, thinking, engaging, and sharing. Keep it light
and if anyone wants to elaborate on their answer, let them go for it!

One of the best ways to grow and take next steps is to think about where we currently are and why.
Read the paragraph in the lesson aloud to the group as the introduction to the second small group
interactive question. And ask: Which category do you feel you fit into? And why?

A: I give. B: I want to give but can’t. C: I can give but don’t.

Asking why or follow-up questions will really help your Small Group think about where they are in
taking next steps in generosity. For example:

Someone may want to give but cannot because of debt, loss of job, or financial struggles.
Someone else says, I’m able to give financially but my last church / pastor got fired for
embezzlement or 2|42 doesn’t seem like they need my money or if I give and something bad
happens to me, who is going to help me. Or someone might be giving currently, but they don’t
really understand why. They might be giving to 2|42 because they like 2|42.

Our hope is that someone is giving to their local church because of an understanding of who God is,
who they are because of who Jesus is, and what a healthy role money can play in their life.

Scripture and Discussion Questions:
Transition from the Interactive into the 2 Bible passages.

Use Psalm 139|23-24 to help address and process the emotional attachment we feel towards
our money or even talking about money. We should talk about money at church or in Small
Group because it’s personal. God knows our hearts and how we feel.

Matthew 6|19-24 continues to help us see that where we spend our money shows where our
priorities are. We don’t want this passage to shame anyone in how they spend their money but
rather encourage them to trust God more with their finances and where to spend it.

End your discussion by encouraging each person to share one area of their lives that would
need to change to become more generous.

Prayer & Next Steps
Continue the discussion of generosity as a spiritual matter by reading a YouVersion Bible Reading
Plan together. Select one of these options in the lesson to read together as a group.
Ask the group for a volunteer to keep the conversation going through the week by way of email, text,
or your group texting app.
Click HERE to learn how to set up a plan to read as a Small Group.
End your time together sharing prayer requests and praying for the group to be open to where God
is leading them to take next steps in generosity.

http://242community.com/leader-resources
https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-2017/%20https://youtu.be/z-z2YWYYLS4


Week of February 6 | It’s Personal

Ice Breaker Question: Weekly Check In Question:

Share a time when there’s clearly
something that everyone knows about
but no one will talk about.

Give a BLESS Update: How have you prayed
for, listened to, eaten, served, or shared your
story with someone this week?

This Week’s Big Idea: Generosity is a personal matter because it is a heart matter.

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching?

Small Group Interactive

Let’s talk about money! Ask the question and have each person answer the first word that
comes to mind. Repeat for all 3.

What is the first word that comes to mind when you hear the word: Money
What is the first word that comes to mind when you hear the word: Budgets
What is the first word that comes to mind when you think about: Giving to the church

Each one of us has a different view and relationship with money and generosity. We’ve arrived at
our current state because of how we were raised, if we are more a spender or saver, situations
we’ve experienced over the years, and many other internal and external factors. Each of us falls
into one of three categories when it comes to generosity.

Which category do you feel you fit into? And why?
A: I give. B: I want to give but can’t. C: I can give but don’t.

Scripture and Discussion Questions:

Read Psalm 139|23-24
1. What happens (in your body, mind, or heart) when the subject of money comes up?
2. Why do you think people don’t talk about money?
3. Why should the church talk about money?

Read Matthew 6|19-24
4. What would you say you spend the most money on each month?
5. What’s one thing that would need to change in your life in order to be more generous?

Next Steps & Prayer

Like all spiritual disciplines, generosity is about us growing closer to God. As this series challenges
us to be generous with our money, let’s continue the discussion of generosity as a spiritual matter
by reading a YouVersion Bible Reading Plan together. Suggested Options:

28 day Bible Reading Plan: Generosity Brings Joy (Click here)
14 day Bible Reading Plan: Generosity (Click here)
7 day Bible Reading Plan: 7 Days to Becoming a More Generous Person (Click here)

https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/8849-contagious-the-generous-gospel
https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/10944-generosity
https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/16441-7-days-to-becoming-a-more-generous-person

