
Week of February 27 | Jesus Went First

Ice Breaker Question: Weekly Check In Question:

What is a fun thing in life you WISH you
would have done sooner?

What has God been showing you in your Daily
Encounter time?

This Week’s Big Idea: We can go first because Jesus went first for us.

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching?

Scripture and Discussion Questions:

Read Matthew 5:23-24
1. How often do you think about people who have wronged you?
2. In comparison, how often do you think about people you have wronged?
3. Why do we drag our feet when it comes to forgiveness?

Read Matthew 6:14-15
4. What sticks out to you about what Jesus is saying in these verses?
5. Why do we tend to expect forgiveness without offering it to others?
6. Do you think it is important that we “go first” when it comes to forgiveness? Why?

Small Group Interactive

We all have people in our lives who we may hold a grudge or unforgiveness towards.  This
unforgiveness can often create a gap between us and what God desires for us.

Let's take 5 minutes as a group and write down the name of someone who we have been
struggling to forgive.  Remember, forgiveness can sometimes be a process.  Let's commit that
for the next week we will lift this person up in prayer and ask God to help us forgive them, just
like Jesus forgave us.

Next Steps & Prayer

Growing in our relationships takes commitment to going first in mending relationships and also
going first in offering forgiveness. Continue this discussion this week by choosing a YouVersion
Reading Plan to complete together as a Small Group:

4 day Bible Reading Plan: Psychology of Forgiveness (Click here)
5 day Bible Reading Plan: Forgiving What You Can’t Forget (Click here)
6 day Bible Reading Plan: Forgiveness Changes You (Click here)
7 day Bible Reading Plan: Forgiveness: A First 15 Plan (Click here)

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/18040-psychology-of-forgiveness
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/22635-forgiving-what-you-cant-forget-a-5-day-challenge
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/19721-forgiveness-changes-you
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/4812-forgiveness


Week One: Jesus Went First | LEADER GUIDE
In this series we’ll look at how Jesus redeemed His relationships with us as an example of how we
can redeem relationships with others. Because Jesus…

Week 1: went first, we can go first
Week 2: forgave, we can forgive
Week 3: set boundaries, we can set boundaries

While we hope and pray those in your Small Group learn to demonstrate Jesus more through their
relationships, we know that some relationships are toxic and even abusive.

How can I refer someone to get help without sounding judgmental or that I don't want to help
them? Begin with a conversation outside of Small Group: "I've noticed you seem (uneasy, worried,
anxious, ect) lately. Does it seem like that to you?" If they agree, then suggest, "I know that
sometimes talking to someone else outside of the situation can be helpful."
To find referrals near your campus, visit 242community.com/counseling-resources.

Ice Breaker/Weekly Check-In
Try to make this fun and not too deep.  Investing in a company? Going on a trip?
Small Group Interactive:
Encourage everyone to write down a name of someone they need to work on forgiving.  Remind
them that this can sometimes be a process, and even admitting that they want to forgive someone is
a great first step.
Scripture and Discussion Questions:
Forgiveness is often something we “know” we should do, but often struggle to do this.  With these
questions, we want to highlight how we often show ourselves much more grace and forgiveness
than we offer others.
Prayer & Next Steps
Continue the discussion of going first by reading a YouVersion Bible Reading Plan together. Select
one of these options in the lesson to read together as a group.
Ask the group for a volunteer to keep the conversation going through the week by way of email, text,
or your group texting app.
Click HERE to learn how to set up a plan to read as a Small Group.
End your time together sharing prayer requests and praying for the group.

https://242community.com/counseling-resources/
https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-2017/%20https://youtu.be/z-z2YWYYLS4

