
Week Two: It’s About Giving Yourself | LEADER GUIDE
To help you in facilitating your Small Group discussion, we’ve put together extra resources to help
you. You can check them out HERE. In this lesson you’ll be unpacking the idea that we choose to be
generous because Jesus has been generous to us.

Something to Note: If you have someone in your Small Group struggling with finances, encourage
them to join the upcoming Financial Next Step Group starting at the end of February or early March:
242community.com/financial. They can continue to be a part of your Small Group while in that
group or can choose to pause participating in Small Group until the financial group ends.

Ice Breaker:
Have your group share the best gift they’ve ever given.
Weekly Check-In
What’s God been speaking to your Small Group this week during their daily encounter time? If your
Small Group is doing a YouVersion Reading Plan together, use this question to hear how people
have been enjoying the plan or to also pick a new plan if the plan has concluded.
Scripture and Discussion Questions:

1. Start off the conversation encouraging your group to talk through people they have seen live a
generous life. The goal is to help them think through what it looks like to be all in living
generously just like the church in Macedonia.

2. Have your group talk through how they would like to be more generous.
3. There are so many different barriers that can hold one back from being generous. Provide

space for your group members to process what it is for them individually.
4. Paul encouraged the church to give but didn’t force them to. Talk through that it isn’t a dollar

amount that God is looking for, but rather where is the giver’s heart when they do give.
5. This passage is a little bit of a sucker punch (which is okay). We are being called to action in

this verse, so it may convict a little. Let the Holy Spirit work!
6. Jesus gave up everything for each of us. When we take the action to give sacrificially like

Jesus did, it allows us to take one step closer to becoming more like Him.
7. God uses us in so many ways. Use this time for your group members to talk through the ways

God has used them recently or even farther into their pasts.
Next Steps
This upcoming weekend, we’re going to be challenged to each pray, pledge, and commit to taking a
next step in generosity by giving to and through 2|42. Spend time in your Small Group introducing
this idea and having your group begin praying already for God to speak to them about what their
next step in generosity looks like.
In service, everyone will be encouraged to fill out a “Next Steps Generosity Card” and while your
group will discuss the weekend message next week in Small Group, you will not be sharing the
different amounts each person has written down. That number will be between them and God and
anyone else they choose to share that with outside of Small Group time.
What do you do if someone doesn’t want to give to 2|42? You don’t need to try to convince them of
what their next should be but just encourage them to pray about giving to 2|42 and to be open to
what God says and where He leads.
Prayer
Share prayer requests as a group, follow-up on past prayers, and pray together as a group before
you end Small Group. Continue to pray for your Small Group this week as they pray about what their
next step in generosity will be.

http://242community.com/leader-resources
https://242community.com/our-events/financial/


Week of February 13 | It’s About Giving Yourself

Ice Breaker Question: Weekly Check In Question:

What is the best gift you ever gave? What has God been showing you in your Daily
Encounter?

This Week’s Big Idea: We are generous because Jesus is generous.

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching?

Scripture and Discussion Questions:

Read 2 Corinthians 8|1-9
1. When you think of someone who is generous, who comes to mind?
2. In this passage, the Macedonia church was willing to give everything they had to God.

How do you wish you were more generous?
3. What stops you from being generous?
4. Paul isn’t commanding the church in Corinth to give a specific amount, but he is

encouraging them to give. What reasons does he use?
Read 1 John 3|16-18

5. What’s your gut reaction when hearing this passage?
6. How does giving make you more like Jesus?
7. How has God used you to show His love to others?

Next Steps

Jesus showed up what it looked like to be generous when He gave up everything for us. We
demonstrate Jesus’ generosity when we are generous. If we want to be generous as God wants
us to be generous, we have to ask God what He wants us to give.

This upcoming weekend, we’re going to be challenged to each pray, pledge, and commit to
taking a next step in generosity by giving to and through 2|42.

This week, take time to:
● sit down with the person you share finances with
● pray and ask God to show you what to do
● come ready to make a commitment

Prayer

Spend time praying for needs within the group and that God would speak to each person about
what their next step looks like.
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