
Week Two: Jesus Forgave, So We Can Forgive | LEADER GUIDE
This week we are focusing on how forgiveness is not just changing the way we feel towards
someone but an intentional decision. Forgiveness is often a decision we need to make repeatedly,
sometimes even daily.
Ice Breaker:
Examples: You forgot to study for a big test, you got a scratch on your parents car, you were on your
way home way after curfew
Weekly Check-In
You can also use this check-in question to follow-up if your group decided to do the youversion bible
reading plan last week.
Small Group Interactive:
The goal of this time is to have your group reflect on people they may have given up on because of
unforgiveness. These can also be people they are still in relationship with but have stopped asking
for forgiveness because “its just the way they are.”
Take ten minutes for each person to think about who is someone:

- They need to forgive
- They need to ask to forgive them.

Scripture and Discussion Questions:
These questions will point towards the next steps of making a continual decision to forgive.
Proverbs 17|9

- Discuss how unforgiveness hurts relationships: whether it’s us doing the hurting or us
being hurt

Matthew 18|21-22
- Use this question to talk about how we want an “out” when it comes to how much we

must forgive someone.
- Help your group see that Jesus is calling us to a lifestyle of continual forgiveness.

Prayer & Next Steps
Have your group reflect back on their answers from the Small Group Interactive: who are the actual
people they know who fits one of these questions. Encourage your group to share the first name of
their answers and pray together that Jesus would help them take a next step this week.
Extra Information
The teaching coming this weekend will be talking about how we love and forgive people like Jesus
did, but how we also need to set up boundaries in certain situations so that we are not continually
hurt by the same people or situations.
If you have someone in your group who is struggling with a reoccurring hurt, or a past hurt that is
bigger than they can process, we want to encourage you to help them find the best help in moving
through that pain.
How can I refer someone to get help without sounding judgmental or that I don't want to help
them? Begin with a conversation outside of Small Group: "I've noticed you seem (uneasy, worried,
anxious, afraid, hurt, ect) lately. Does it seem like that to you?" If they agree, then suggest, "I know
that sometimes talking to someone else outside of the situation can be helpful."
To find referrals near your campus, visit 242community.com/counseling-resources.

https://242community.com/counseling-resources/


Week of March 6 | Jesus Forgave, So We Can Forgive

Ice Breaker Question: Weekly Check In Question:

What is something you did wrong as a
kid, that may have been a small thing, but
in the moment felt like a really big deal?

What has God been showing you in your Daily
Encounter time?

This Week’s Big Idea: Forgiveness is not feeling. Forgiveness is an intentional decision to cancel
someone's debt.

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching?

Small Group Interactive

When we are in relationship with others, we often find ourselves needing to forgive others or
ask for forgiveness… multiple times.

Sometimes we feel like “giving up” on forgiving someone because it feels like they won’t ever
change. And sometimes we feel like “giving up” on asking for forgiveness because we continue
to mess up our relationships, even with those we care about.

Take 10 minutes to think about and discuss these two things:
- Who is someone you have stopped forgiving because you feel they have run out of chances?
- Who is someone you have stopped asking forgiveness from because you feel you have run

out of chances?

Scripture and Discussion Questions:

Read Proverbs 17|9
1. How would you say this verse in your own words?
2. Do you find it easier to forgive people close to you or people you don’t know as well?
3. Why does unforgiveness cause a rift in friendships?

Read Matthew 18|21-22
4. Do you keep count of how often you have forgiven someone?
5. What do you think Peter was trying to ask in his question to Jesus?
6. Why do we tend to put a limit on our forgiveness?
7. What was Jesus trying to teach Peter through His answer?

Next Steps & Prayer

Reflect back on your answers from the Small Group Interactive:
- Who is someone you need to forgive for the 77th time?
- Who is someone you need to ask forgiveness from, even if it is the 77th time?
How can you take a next step in extending and asking for forgiveness this week?


