
 

Don’t Give Up | Week 2: January 12 & 13, 2019 
 

 
 
 

Weekly Check In 

2 minute share: 
● Share a quick highlight from your Christmas season…or what gift did you take back 

immediately after unwrapping? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Don’t Give Up on Yourself 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Group Interactive: 

 
● What has God revealed to you or how has God inspired you when thinking about your journey 

into the new year? 
● Think back to the years prior and the goals you’ve made for yourself at the starts of a new 

year. How did you set yourself up for success to achieve your goals? Are you starting out this 
year with the same plan and momentum?  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Scripture and Discussion Questions:  

 
James 1:2-18 (text below) 

● How do you respond when things get tough or don’t go your way? 
● How does this verse call us to respond to trials?  
● What is the source of good and evil in our lives? 

 
Galatians 6:9  “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.” 

● A harvest is often on the other side of hardship in the proper time. But time is key. 
Think back to a season when this was true for you. What did God reveal to you 
through this?  

 
Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so 
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.” 

● How can you apply this promise to your hopes and dreams for the new year? 
 

 

 
Next Steps: Are you in a coaching group? Accountability is often the best resource to have 
when you’re trying to keep yourself on the right track. Ask a friend or two from group to go 
through a Bible study together this term. 
  

 
 



 

 
 
 
James 1:2-18 “2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you 
ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything 
from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 9 Believers 
in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position.10 But the rich should 
take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun 
rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is 
destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their 
business. 12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the 
test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who 
love him. 13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are 
dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it 
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 16 Don’t be 
deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind 
of firstfruits of all he created.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A2-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30269a


 

 
 
Don’t Give Up  | Week 2: LEADER GUIDE 
 
Hey leaders!  
 
Welcome back to small group! We are so thrilled to be starting this new year with you and your 
groups. The start of the new year and the new term always provides an amazing opportunity for 
spiritual and relational growth within small groups. This term will place a higher emphasis on 
coaching with the hopes that each person in your small group has a coach or is in a coaching 
group (2-3 men/women).  
 
This week is the first week back for most small groups. Be sure to set a welcoming tone! 
Discuss the highs and lows of the holidays and maybe allow some time to chat through the 
vision of your group this term. What serves are you hoping to do? Do you have a snack rotation 
set up? What other things need to be discussed to kick things off right? 
 
This series is all about not giving up. Each week will be topic based. This week as the first week 
back, we are talking mostly broadly, starting the year strong and about how God has big plans 
for us. This should be an encouraging lesson that leaves people feeling empowered and 
emboldened to not give up. 
 
Thank you for all you do! Have a great small group session this week! 
 

- Your small group pastors 
 

 
 

 
 


