
 

Week Five | January 30 & February 1-2 
 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● Have you ever had something embarrassing on your face or clothes and not 
known about it for an extended period of time? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: I don’t read the Bible because I don’t want to do what it says. 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

 James 1|22-25 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 

what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is 

like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, 

goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks 

intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not 

forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they 

do.” 

1. What is the first thing you look at when you glance in the mirror? 

2. How does James make a comparison between God’s Word and a mirror? 

3. What are ways you use to help you apply what you learn in Scripture? 

Hebrews 4|12-13 “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 

 



 

marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all 

creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 

before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 

4. What images come to mind when you think of a sword?  

5. Some people don’t read the Bible because they don’t want to be convicted. 
When you read a passage that contradicts your life, what is your first 
reaction? 

6. The writer of Hebrews tells us that Scripture has the power to cut away 
thoughts and attitudes that do not align with what God wants if we let it. What 
is something you want God to change in your life this year? 

 

Group Interactive: 

God’s Word is like a mirror: it shows us who we are right now. But a mirror can also 
remind us where we’ve been. And, it can give us a glimpse of who we will become. 
 
Use 1 Corinthians 13 as a mirror. Take 10 minutes to read this passage alone and ask 
yourself these questions: 

1. Where am I right now? 

2. Who did I used to be? 

3. How would I like to grow? 

Afterward, take time to share with the group your answers. 

1 Corinthians 13 “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 

love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of 

prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 

that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I 

possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do 

not have love, I gain nothing.  

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 



 

no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It 

always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there 

are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For 

we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what 

is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 

child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood 

behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is 

love.” 

 

Next Steps: 

When we just read the Bible on our 
own, it can be easy to forget what 
we may have read- like looking into 
a mirror and walking away. One of 
the reasons the early church met 
together in homes was to study the 
Scriptures together and to help 
each other follow through with 
what God was asking them to do. 
 
As a Small Group continue to read 
through Scripture this week 
together. Pick a YouVersion Bible 
App plan or just start with the book of John. Connect with and encourage one another 
throughout the week as you read the same passages and share what God is teaching 
you. 

   



 

Why I Don’t Read The Bible | Week Five: LEADER GUIDE 
 
Weekly Check-In: 
Last week in Small Group we were challenged to start a Bible reading plan together as a 
Small Group. Use this 5-10 minute time to let people share what they’ve been learning. If you 
didn’t start one yet as a group, the notes in the Next Steps of the Leader Guide will walk you 
through how to find a plan on the YouVersion Bible App. 
 
Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
This week’s lesson is designed to help your Small Group see Scripture as a mirror that we use 
to examine and transform our lives. 
 
A mirror only shows us a reflection. It cannot wipe away a smudge on our face. God’s Word 
can only bring transformation if we choose to do something about what we read. 
 
God’s Word is alive and active; it has the power to transform our lives if we let it. It can be a 
sword that chops out huge pieces of our lives that need to come into God’s purpose; and it 
can be a scalpel that scrapes out those little sins that we’ve been holding onto. 
 
Group Interactive: 
Spend 10 minutes as a Small Group individually reading 1 Corininthians 13, letting your Small 
Group attenders reflect on: who they are now, who they’ve used to be, and who they are 
becoming.  
 
Have people in your group share what they reflected on during that alone time. 
 
Next Steps: 
This week we want you as a Small Group to read through a Bible Reading Plan on YouVersion 
to help everyone in your group continue or develop a Bible Reading Rhythm. Before you meet 
for Small Group, look through the Bible Reading Plans on YouVersion. 
 
If this is your first week reading through a plan as a Small Group, pick a 5-7 day plan that you 
can choose to read through with your Small Group.  
 
If you did this last week, you can decide the length of the reading for your Group. It is 
suggested to not pick a plan that is longer than 2 weeks until your Group is in a rhythm of 
reading a plan together. 
 



 

Here are some resources you can use to learn more about Bible Reading Plans through 
YouVersion and how to read through a plan as a group: 
https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-20
17/ 
https://youtu.be/z-z2YWYYLS4  
 
Reading together as a group is not to diminish people’s personal daily encounter. This is to 
teach new people how to start this rhythm and also how to share what you are learning 
through Scripture. Sharing what God is teaching you is invigorating and creates a desire to 
study more of what God is saying. 
 
If the YouVersion App isn’t a good fit for your Small Group, have your group just start reading 
a book of the Bible. Have them read a chapter a day and check in with the group via text or 
email.  
 
Please remember that these Reading Plans are to be taking place during the week outside of 
Small Group and not to replace the weekly Small Group Lesson time where we unpack the 
big idea from the weekend. 
 
Thanks for leading our people to a deeper relationship with God and the body of Christ! 

https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-2017/
https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-2017/
https://youtu.be/z-z2YWYYLS4

