
 

Week Four | January 23, 25, & 26 
 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What’s the worst piece of advice someone ever gave you? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● Give a BLESS Update. Who is someone you have been praying for?  
● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: I don’t read the Bible because I’m not Smart Enough. 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

1 Corinthians 1|18-25 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is 

written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I 

will frustrate.” 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? 

Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 

the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did 

not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to 

save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 

but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 

 



 

1. What is something foolish you’ve witnessed someone doing? 

2. How does Paul compare earthly intelligence with the wisdom of God? 

3. Paul says when we rely on earthly wisdom we can miss what God is  
saying. How does this change our approach to reading Scripture? 

 

Proverbs 1|1-7 “The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 2 for 

gaining wisdom and instruction; for understanding words of insight; 3 for 

receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing what is right and just and fair; 4 

for giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the 

young—5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get 

guidance—6 for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of 

the wise. 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction.” 

4. How do you handle constructive criticism? 

5. Solomon was the wisest man of his time. What was Solomon’s purpose for 
writing these proverbs down? 

6. Solomon says the “fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” What 
would it look like for you to take His wisdom and apply it to your life? 

Acts 2|42-47 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with 

awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the 

believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property 

and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to 

meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved.” 

Acts 5|42 “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they 



 

never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 

Messiah.” 

7. What do you think the early church talked about in their homes, as they ate 
together?  

 
8. They “devoted themselves” to the Apostles’ teachings about Jesus. How did 

that help create a community with new actions and behaviors? 
 

9. How can we value the study of Scripture in community in addition to your 
personal Daily Encounter? 

 

Next Steps: 

 
Reading the Bible on your 
own can make you feel 
confused, challenged, or that 
you’re not “smart enough.” 
One of the reasons the early 
church met together in homes 
was to help study the 
Scriptures together and to 
understand what God was 
asking them to do in the 
context of community. 

 
Download the YouVersion Bible App on your phone. The YouVersion Bible App has 
created Bible Reading Plans that can be done as a group. Each person is able to do 
the reading on their own time and then make a quick post to share something they 
read that stuck out to them. It’s an incredible tool to help create and continue a daily 
rhythm of getting into Scripture and also to help each other answer questions about 
passages you may not understand. 
 
Select a plan to begin reading together this week. 
 
Read. Reflect. Share. Encourage. 

 



 

Why I Don’t Read The Bible | Week Four: LEADER GUIDE 
Hey Small Group Leaders! We have some important stuff happening in this week’s lesson so 
be sure that you read everything to prepare for your Small Group! 
 
Weekly Check-In: 
Last week in Small Group we were all challegened to create a list of people who we could be 
praying for and asking God how we could start reaching out to them. Follow up with your 
Small Group on how that has been going and what God has been saying to them. 
 
Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
The flow of this week’s lesson is: 

1. Recognize the wisdom of God is different than earthly intelligence. 
2. God’s Wisdom is found in Scripture. 
3. We can learn and apply God’s wisdom best in community. 

 
1 Corinthians 1|18-25 

- We often think we have to be super smart to understand the Bible. But this passage 
says that actually the earthly intelligence is nothing compared to the wisdom of God. 

- Actually when we come to study the Bible with the idea “I already know what this 
says,” we may miss out on what God wants to teach us. 

 
Proverbs 1|1-7 

- Define Fear of the Lord - People may ask this question! Be prepared to answer, that its 
awe of Him. That fear isn’t literally being afraid but so in awe and wonder and 
excitement of Him that it's the beginning of knowledge.  

- We have to accept that God’s wisdom is far superior to our own knowledge and let his 
wisdom change our lives. Be prepared with a way His wisdom has changed your life. 

  
Acts 2|42-47 & Acts 5|42 

- The early church learned about Jesus from eye-witnesses, and orally, until letters and 
epistles were written down years later. They met to discuss the stories they had heard, 
to ask questions and to share what they were witnessing in their daily lives. 

- For us, as well as the early church, wisdom begins with believing the testimony that 
Jesus is the Resurrected Son of the Living God, and our Savior.   

- The early church “never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news.”  Is there 
wisdom in doing this?  Yes!  And, it would compel us to be in the Word more and 
more, right?! 
 

   



 

Next Steps: 
This week we want you as a Small Group to read through a Bible Reading Plan on YouVersion 
to help everyone in your group continue or develop a Bible Reading Rhythm. Before you meet 
for Small Group, look through the Bible Reading Plans on YouVersion and pick a 5-7 day plan 
that you can choose to read through with your Small Group.  
 
Here are some resources you can use to learn more about Bible Reading Plans through 
YouVersion and how to read through a plan as a group: 
https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-20
17/ 
https://youtu.be/z-z2YWYYLS4  
 
Reading together as a group is not to diminish people’s personal daily encounter. This is to 
teach new people how to start this rhythm and also how to share what you are learning 
through Scripture. Sharing what God is teaching you is invigorating and creates a desire to 
study more of what God is saying. 

https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-2017/
https://blog.youversion.com/2017/11/youversion-bible-app-announcing-plans-with-friends-2017/
https://youtu.be/z-z2YWYYLS4

