
 

 

 
Winter Term Kick-Off | Weekend of January 16, 18, & 19 
 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What was something fun you were able to do over Christmas break? 
● Did you set a New Year’s Resolution? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What is your plan for Daily Encounter in 2020? 

 
This Week’s Big Idea: Followers of Jesus are Invitational Because We Want Others to 
Experience Relationship with God 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 
 

Group Interactive: 

As a Small Group spend time each answering the following questions: 

1. How did you hear about 2|42? 

2. How did you get connected in this Small Group? 

 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Matthew 4|18-22 “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 

brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net 

into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I 

will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed 

him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee 

and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing 

 



 

their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their 

father and followed him." 

1. Share a time when you received a special invitation. 

2. In this passage we see these fishermen immediately leave their nets and boats 
and follow Jesus. What do you think made them do that? Do you think you 
would have done the same? 

Matthew 10|1-8 “Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 

authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 2 

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) 

and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip 

and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 

Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 

him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go 

among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost 

sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has 

come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 

drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.” 

3. What comes to mind when you hear the word “evangelism?” 

4. When Jesus sent out His disciples in this passage, what did He tell them to go 
and do? How is that similar or different to your idea of evangelism? 

5. What does it look like to evangelize, to share the good news of Jesus, with 
compassion rather than an agenda? 

Luke 19|1-10 “Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was 

there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 

He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see 

over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, 

since Jesus was coming that way. 5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up 

and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house 



 

today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7 All the people 

saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 8 But 

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half 

of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I 

will pay back four times the amount.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 

come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son 

of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 
6. What holds you back from inviting others to Small Group? 

7. How did Jesus model evangelism in this passage? What was Zaccheaus’ 
response? 

8. Think about how you came to be in relationship with Jesus. How could you tell 
that story into a sentence or two that you could share with someone else? 

 
 

Next Steps: 

It takes courage to step out and invite someone to church or to Small Group. But we 
invite people because we love them and want them to experience a relationship with 
God like we have. 
 
During this next term we want to be intentional about helping each other grow in our 
ability to invite others to come and see what a relationship with Jesus looks like. 
 
Spend time as a group writing down a list of people you all know who need to 
experience God’s love, grace, and forgiveness. Pray together for each name. 
 
Continue throughout the week to pray for those people by name and ask God what 
would be your next step in reaching out and inviting them in. 
 

   



 

Winter Term Kick-Off | LEADER GUIDE 
 
Hey Small Group Leaders! Welcome back! We hope and pray you had a fantastic holiday 
break being able to spend some extra quality time with your family and friends. 
 
Weekly Check-In: 
In 2020 we will be continuing our church wide focus of Daily Encounter. Small Group is such 
a natural place for us to hold one another accountable for getting into God’s Word and for 
also sharing what God has been teaching us. Check in with each person in your group to hear 
what they are planning to do for their Daily Encounter. If someone doesn’t know where to 
start, point them to resources like the YouVersion Bible App, the 2|42 Daily Encounter 
Reading Plan, and also some great study resources online at 
242community.com/how-to-study-bible. 
 
Group Interaction: 
This week’s lesson is designed to help your group grow in being intivational. Have each 
person share how they heard about 2|42 and why they got connected in a Small Group. 
 
Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
The flow of the discussion time is: 

1) Jesus was invitational. 
2) Jesus sent out His disciples with compassion. 
3) How can we be like Jesus and invite others in our lives to experience relationship with 

Jesus too? 
 

Matthew 4|18-22 
- What do you think was so special about Jesus that these disciples left everything to 

follow Jesus when He invited them? 
Matthew 10|1-8 

- This passage was selected not to “dig into” Jesus’ command to raise the dead, heal 
the sick, drive out demons, and ect but to make the point about why Jesus sent them. 
Jesus didn’t just have them preach about who God is but rather asked His disciples to 
join people in their hurt and brokenness and demonstrate compassion and love. 

Luke 19|1-10 
- We live in a society that has “everything we need.” Why do people need Jesus? 
- Spend time as a Group talking about why you follow Jesus and craft that into a 

sentence or two that could be shared with someone else.  
 
   



 

Next Steps: 
When we look to the BLESS aconoym, we Begin with Prayer. 
Spend time as a group writing down a list of people you all know who need to experience 
God’s love, grace, and forgiveness. Pray together for each name.  
 
Be in prayer for this list over the week, asking God to reveal what the Next Step is for each 
person in your Small Group to begin reaching out to those on this list. In the BLESS Update 
next week, ask your group to share ways that God has been speaking to them about this list. 
 
Thanks for kicking off this next term well and loving and leading your Small Group! 


