
 
Weekend of March 19, 21, & 22 | Courage In Crisis: LEADER GUIDE 

Hey Small Group leaders! We are praying for each of you as you lead and shepherd your Small 
Groups during this time. If you ever have questions or need help, please reach out to the staff at 
your campus. We are here to support you as you love and encourage your Group right now. 

Feel free to be flexible with your meeting time. Maybe your group used to meet at 6 and eat dinner 
together, but now 8 pm works better with parents with kids and bedtimes. If everyone in your group 
is working from home, perhaps 2 pm is a perfect time for them now. If you do change your time, try 
to stay consistent each week and let your Small Group Pastor or Community Life Director know the 
new time so they are able to refer new people to your group correctly. 

Ice Breaker: 
Wanna have fun with this question? In your video chat, wear a crown! Or even encourage your 
group ahead of time to “show up” to your online meeting wearing one too! 

Weekly Check-In: 
This is such an important time for the people in your group to be connecting with God through His 
Word! Find a YouVersion plan that works well for your group and check in with your group 
throughout the week. Make sure to add new people who join your Small Group to your plan so they 
can connect in Scripture with you throughout the week too. 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
Our flow of this week’s lesson is: 

- Admitting what we’re feeling 
- Changing our expectations 
- Living & Giving in the present 

All of our passages this week are from the story of Esther. Keith gave us a big picture story of 
Esther in the weekend teaching; but if you are unfamiliar with her story, spend time reading Esther 
chapters 3, 4, 5, & 7. 

Esther had the choice to sit back and see what would happen to her people OR to jump in and see 
if she could be used to make a difference. She had fear and expectations she had to let go of.  

Using Esther’s story as both example and encouragement, talk with your group what it would look 
like to be used by God during the COVID19 crisis to make a difference in your communities. 

Next Steps: 
Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Being a follower of Jesus means our own life 
must always be regarded as less important than that of our neighbor. 

Do we know our actual physical neighbors? Encourage your Small Group to reach out to their 
neighbors this week and make themselves available to help. The Next Steps in the lesson has some 
practical messages that can be sent or written to help your Small Group take those first steps. 

John 13|34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 



Weekend of March 19, 21, & 22 | Courage In Crisis 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● If you could be the ruler of any nation in the world, which would you pick and why? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What is something God has been teaching you in your Daily Encounter this week? 

This Week’s Big Idea: How can we choose to be courageous in a crisis? 
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Esther 3|13-15 & 4|1 “Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with 

the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews—young and old, women and 

children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and 

to plunder their goods. 14  A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every 

province and made known to the people of every nationality so they would be ready for 

that day. 15  The couriers went out, spurred on by the king’s command, and the edict was 

issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa 

was bewildered... 1  When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, 

put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly.” 
1. Where would you rank yourself on the denial-acceptance scale regarding COVID19?  

1) Denial 2) Anger 3) Bargaining 4) Depression 5) Acceptance 

2. What is the response we see in this passage when people hear the king’s edict that the 
Jewish people were going to be destroyed? 

3. What do you think would be your response if you were there? 

Esther 4|10-11 &13-16 “Then Esther instructed Hathak to say to Mordecai, 11 ‘All the 

king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman 

who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but 

one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and 

spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.’ 

 



 

13 Mordecai sent back this answer: ‘Do not think that because you are in the king’s 

house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief 

and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s 

family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such 

a time as this?’15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 ‘Go, gather together all the 

Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I 

and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even 

though it is against the law. And if I perish I perish.’ ” 

4. What is something you were “expecting” to do this month that has gotten canceled? 

5. What were Esther’s expectations about going to see the king? 

6. What gave Esther the courage to go to the king anyway? 

7. What unrealistic expectations are you holding onto right now? 

Esther 4|15-16 & 5|1-2 “Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 ‘Go, gather together all 

the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or 

day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even 

though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish’... 1 On the third day Esther put on her 

royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king 

was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance.  2 When he saw Queen 

Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold 

scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter.” 
8. What do you think might have happened if Esther would have done nothing? 

9. Who is someone who needs you to reach out to them during “such a time as this.” 

 

Next Steps: 

GO+BEing the church means we are on mission to find ways to love those around us where 
we live, work, & play. Who are the people who live around you? This week reach out to the 
people who physically live the closest to you. 

- It’s something as simple as sending a text that reads, “Hey! You've been on my mind. Are 
you guys doing ok over there? Is there anything you need?” 

- If you don’t know your neighbors, there’s nothing like a pandemic to jumpstart that 
relationship now! Put a sticky note on their door or drop a letter in their mailbox that says, 
“Hey! I’m the neighbor from next door. I wanted to make sure you were doing alright. 
Here’s my number. Let me know if there’s anything you need.” 

If your neighbor's need is too big for you to meet on your own, ask your Small Group to help. 
Or invite other neighbors on your street to jump in and help too! Let’s GO+BE the Church. 

 


