
 
Weekend of May 28, 30, & 31 | Celebrate: LEADER GUIDE 

Hey Small Group Leaders! 
This week kicks off a three week series on why we are so focussed on helping people take next 
steps with God. It is God’s plan and purpose to use us for His mission!  

During this series, the entire church will be encouraged to read the entire book of Acts by reading 
one chapter a day. We would love for you to walk through this reading plan with your Small Group 
and to also encourage them to invite others to join in the reading plan as well. That YouVersion 
Bible Reading Plan is: Acts Reading Plan. 

Ice Breaker: 
Find out what big dreams your Small Group had when they were little and why they thought they 
could achieve them! God has wired us all so differently and put different desires inside us so that 
we would be able to reach out to others in completely different ways. 

Weekly Check-In: 
Have your group give a BLESS update of how they’ve been sharing God’s love with those in their 
lives. We will circle back on BLESS later in the lesson to help people identify those in their lives they 
could reach out to. 

Group Interaction: 
As a Small Group, read aloud together the Acts chapter from today’s reading in the YouVersion 
Plan. If your group hasn’t started the plan, start today by reading chapter one together. 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 
- When we choose to follow Jesus, we surrender our own rights and submit to Jesus’ authority. 
- We are then enabled through the power of the Holy Spirit to reach out to those around us and 

help them take next steps with God. 

Jesus’ plan for His followers was to impact the world around them and draw them into relationship 
with Him. We are the next link in the chain of church history to extend and communicate the power 
of who Jesus is, to model what living out his teachings looks like, to embody his message, his love, 
and his grace for our neighbors, coworkers, family who do not yet know him. 

This is the mission of the church. The church was never meant to be a building. It is the people who 
have chosen to submit to Jesus’ lordship over their lives and to live on mission to reach others and 
help them take their next steps with God. 

Next Steps: 
The Next Step square on The Nine this week is Baptism. Baptism is a step of submission to Jesus’ 
lordship by obeying what He has commanded believers to do.  

Have someone in your group share their story of when they were baptized. Check in with those 
members in your group whose stories you may not know well and talk through with them about 
getting baptized. You can visit 242community.com/baptism for info on what baptism looks like 
while practicing social distancing. 

 

https://www.bible.com/en/reading-plans/864
http://242community.com/baptism


Weekend of May 28, 30, & 31 | Celebrate 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What was your ultimate dream job when you were a child? Why did you think you 
would be qualified for that job? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● Give a BLESS Update: Who is someone you have been praying for, listening to, eating 
with, serving, or sharing your story with? 

This Week’s Big Idea: We have been placed by God to help others take next steps with God. 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Daily Encounter Reading Plan Challenge: 

Throughout the month of June, our entire church will be encouraged to read the book of Acts 
through the YouVersion Bible Reading Plan: Acts Reading Plan. As a Small Group, you’ll be 
able to read a chapter each day and share with each other what God is teaching you.  

Who else can you invite to join you as you read through the book of Acts? 
 
 

Group Interactive (10-15 minutes): 

For Small Group today, read aloud together today’s chapter in Acts. If your group hasn’t 
started the reading plan yet, start by reading chapter one. Share as a group something that 
stuck out to you from the reading. 

 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Philippians 2|8-11 “And being found in appearance as a man, he (Jesus) humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!  9 Therefore God exalted him to 

the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,  10 that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and every 

tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

1. Nations rise and fall; Kings come and go. According to this passage, what gives Jesus 

 

https://www.bible.com/en/reading-plans/864


 

the authority to reign forever? 

2. Lordship is defined as “supreme power or rule.” What are things that you do, or don’t 
do, that show Jesus’ lordship in your life?  

3. Are there areas in your life that you hold back from fully submitting to Jesus? 

1 Peter 2|9-10 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. 10  Once you were not a people, but now you are the 

people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11  Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

wage war against your soul. 12  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he 

visits us.” 

4. What does Peter say is the purpose of life for a follower of Christ? 

5. God wants to use us in His mission of redemption for the entire world. Who are the 
unique people God has placed in your life right now? (Co-workers, family members, 
neighbors, ect.) 

6. How will you begin to reach out and BLESS them this week? 

 

Next Steps: 

After Peter preached his first sermon in Acts 2, the 
people asked, “What must we do to be saved?” 
Peter responded: “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.” 

Baptism is often the first step we see in the Bible as 
believers chose to follow Jesus and submit to His 
lordship in their lives. In Acts 2, that first step led to 
radical life change as they decided to fully surrender 
themselves to Jesus’ mission. 

If you haven’t been baptized since you’ve decided to start following Jesus, talk to your Small 
Group about taking this next step. You can visit 242community.com/baptism for info on what 
baptism looks like while practicing social distancing. 
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