
 
Weekend of May 14, 16, & 17 | God Is Not To Blame: LEADER GUIDE 

Ice Breaker: 
Start off your Small Group with a fun story telling time! Did you want a certain freedom for a long 
time, and your parents finally gave it to you. Did it go great or did it backfire? 

Weekly Check-In: 
- Check-In with how the Bible Reading Plan has been going. 
- Have your group share stories of ways they’ve been seeing people BLESS their 

communities. Talk about needs unique to the communities where your group lives. 
BLESS stands for: Begin with Prayer, Listen, Eat, Serve, & Share your Story 

 
Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 
- It’s okay to have doubts and questions about God. 
- God allows people to choose Him or walk away from Him. It is that freedom that creates 

brokenness in the world. 
- How can we be people who are available to others to process doubt and point them to hope? 

 
How did you picture God growing up? There isn’t a right or wrong answer. Use this question 
to get the dialogue started and flowing here. How do the people in your group close to Him or 
far from Him see Him? Let your Small Group know that it’s okay to question God. We don’t 
have to be blind followers. 

We were all taught the difference from right and wrong as children yet have all ignored that 
teaching at one time or another in our lives. The Romans became so focused on pleasing 
their own desires. And God let them make that choice. Those choices lead to the downfall of 
their civilization. How do our choices affect those around us? 

The suffering in our world comes from sin. But the entire world is longing to see God’s 
restoration take place. How does suffering actually point us back to hope in God? How can 
we be people who are able to help others process their doubts and point them back to 
Jesus? 

 
Next Steps: 
The Next Step square on The Nine this week is Weekends. This is a great series for people to 
engage with, especially with the world we are living in right now. Urge your Small Group members 
to not only watch the service but to share it with their friends and family who are questioning God 
and His goodness while the world is suffering. 

 



Weekend of May 14, 16, & 17 | God Is Not To Blame 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● Share a time when your parents gave you a new freedom. What was it and why did 
they give that to you? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you this past week in your Daily Encounter? 
● What are some creative ways you have seen or been able to be a BLESSing to others? 

This Week’s Big Idea: Is God to Blame for the Suffering in the World? 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Romans 1|18-20 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 

godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 

since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to 

them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 

and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, 

so that people are without excuse.” 

1. How did you grow up picturing God? 

2. According to this passage, how does God make Himself clearly seen? 

3. Has there been a time when you have questioned God? What was happening in your 
life during that time? 

Romans 1|21-25 “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 

thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 

immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals 

and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 

sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged 

 



 

the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the 

Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.” 
4. Share a time you knew what the right thing to do was but you still did the wrong thing. 

5. What are examples we see in this passage of people choosing to walk away from God? 

6. The passage reminds us that although people know God, God allows them to walk 
away from Him if that is their choice. How does our freedom to choose impact our lives 
and those around us? 

Romans 8|19-25 “For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to 

be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but 

by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated 

from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of 

God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 

right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of 

the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption 

of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. 

Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we 

wait for it patiently.” 

7. According to this passage, what is the purpose of suffering in the world? 

8. Even though there is frustration and bondage, are you able to wait in eager expectation 
for God? What does that look like for you? 

9. How can we be available to others when they have questions and doubts about why 
God does what He does? 

 

Next Steps: 

It’s okay to have doubts and questions about God. It’s through those wrestlings that we 
actually grow in understanding and relationship with 
God. 

Who do you know that is struggling in their relationship 
with God? Who in your life needs to hear this past 
weekend’s message?  

Share the weekend teaching and invite someone to 
watch it. Ask them to discuss it with you afterwards. 
Encourage them to watch this upcoming weekend’s 
service as well. 

   

 


