
 
Weekend of May 21, 23, & 24 | Sin Is To Blame : LEADER GUIDE 

Ice Breaker:   
How will your group participate in the Hero Run happening the weekend of June 5, 6, & 7. Can your 
group all run together? Can those not running be cheering at the finish line? How can you collect 
extra donations for our medical heros? Who can you invite to join your Small Group in running or 
donating? Sign up at 242community.com/herorun 

Weekly Check-In: 
- Check-In with how the Bible Reading Plan has been going. 
- Have your group share stories of ways they’ve been seeing people BLESS their 

communities.  
BLESS stands for: Begin with Prayer, Listen, Eat, Serve, & Share your Story 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week’s lesson is: 

1. “Did I do that?” It’s a pride issue.   
2.  The pain of brokenness can lead to blessing. 
3.  Healing leads to new perspective and purpose. 

 
Matthew 26|31-35 

- Yes, the question of “Who is the greatest disciple?” was a common argument among 
the twelve. (Mark 9|33-34) Peter may have believed he was -- as wasn’t just one of the 
twelve apostles, he was one of the inner three, who often went with Jesus when the 
others stayed behind (They saw a dead girl raised to life, they saw Moses and Elijah on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, etc.) 

- Peter walked on water. (Matt 14|29) 
- Peter also made the Great Confession. (Matt 16|16) 
- Pride attempts to CHANGE the narrative, to elevate, exclude or excuse ourselves from 

what others encounter.  Pride can also blind us to our faults.   
- Stress most often exacerbates our faults.  Examples:  stress often leads addicts to 

drink more, do more, view more, etc.  Stress won’t lead a worrier to worry less. 
Matthew 26|73-75 

- Peter was so brazen, so confident, that he followed Jesus’ captors right into the 
courtyard of the high priest.  Three times Peter was questioned, and three times he 
denied knowing Jesus. 

- “Wept bitterly” is a sign of brokenness.  Judas, who also betrayed Jesus, went out and 
hung himself.   

- The story of Jesus restoring Peter is found in John 21|15-19.  Peter’s pain and 
brokenness led Peter to be a true servant-leader.  Peter never again denied Jesus -- 
even faced with martyrdom. 

1 Peter 4|7-11 

- Of course, Peter wrote 1 Peter more than 30 years after he had denied Jesus.  Peter 
may have written this from a prison cell, with the church facing persecution from the 
Emperor Nero. (AD 62-64)  Nevertheless, the church is to shine in dark times! 

 



 
- Verse 8 - Peter knew from first-hand experience that love covers over a multitude of 

sins.  And, it is out of that love that all else flows. (see John 21|15-19) 
- The healing that comes from pain and brokenness allows us to empathize with the 

weakness and struggles that others face, making us the “perfect” people to come 
alongside others in times of weakness/pain.  “Perfect” because we’ve overcome our 
struggles through Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the light at the end of the tunnel! 

 
Next Steps: 
Peter, in the midst of global persecution for those who follow Christ, exhorted the church to keep 
being the church where they live, work and play. Challenge each member of your group to pick 
something out of 1 Peter 4|7-11 that they will do this week. 

Leaders, encourage everyone to write these down so you can pray for one another and ask them 
next week what happened. Expect God to show up in a big way through your Small Group! 

 



Weekend of May 21, 23, & 24 | Sin Is To Blame 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● Have you signed up for the Hero Run yet? How can we participate in this event as a 
Small Group? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you this past week in your Daily Encounter? 
● What are some creative ways you have seen or been able to be a BLESSing to others? 

This Week’s Big Idea: When we take responsibility for our sin, we allow God to use our 
suffering for His glory. 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Matthew 26|31-35  “Then Jesus told them, ‘This very night you will all fall away on 

account of me, for it is written:  “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will 

be scattered.” 32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.’ 33 Peter 

replied, ‘Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.’ 34 ‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus 

answered, ‘this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.’ 35 

But Peter declared, ‘Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.’ And all the 

other disciples said the same.” 

1. Have you ever had a “Did I do that? ” moment? Did you try to play the “blame game?” 

2. What might lead you to believe that Peter had a pride issue? 

3. Stress, like the one Peter was about to face, can accentuate our “issues.” During the 
stress of this quarantine period, has there been an “issue” that the Lord has shown you 
that needs dealt with? 

Matthew 26|73-75 “After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, 

‘Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.’ 74 Then he began to call down 

curses, and he swore to them, ‘I don’t know the man!’ Immediately a rooster crowed. 

75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: ‘Before the rooster crows, you 

will disown me three times.’ And he went outside and wept bitterly.” 

 



 

4. Imagine you are Peter, what would you be saying to yourself? What would your 
“options” be?  

5. It seems that Peter was broken by his betrayal. Why might being broken not necessarily 
be a negative thing?   

6. Have you ever been able to see brokenness as a blessing? If so, how? 

1 Peter 4|7-11 “The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that 

you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude 

of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use 

whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 

various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words 

of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all 

things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for 

ever and ever. Amen.” 

7. From verse 8, do you think Peter speaks from personal experience with Jesus? Would 
the same be true for you and me? 

8. Because “The end of all things is near,” what does Peter tell us we need to be doing? Is 
there anything that jumps out at you that needs your attention right away? 

9. “That God may be praised...”(see vs 11), could be our personal mission statement. But, 
does that include even our brokenness and pain? How could these bring glory to God? 

 

Next Steps: 

When we take responsibility for our own sin, we allow 
God to use our suffering for His glory.  Based on 1 Peter 
4|7-11, what would Peter tell you are your Next Steps? 
Do what Peter says; pray, and then pick one of the 
following to accomplish this week… 

(Note:  Since this may be really difficult, share with 
someone which one you’ve chosen.  Ask them to pray 
for you, and to hold YOU accountable.) 

1. “Love covers a multitude of sins.”  Is there someone in your life who needs to be forgiven? 
Restored?  Pray and reach out to them. 

2. Peter also tells us to use the gifts we’ve received to serve others.  What gifts do you have 
that could be used to BLESS others? 

3. How could you be a “faithful steward of God’s grace?”  Pick a neighbor/co-worker who 
needs to experience God’s grace and reach out to them? 

 


