
 
Weekend of June 11, 13, & 14 | Connect: LEADER GUIDE 

Ice Breaker: 
This is an easy way to get to know those in your group a touch better. Make sure you’re writing 
down all those birthdays so you can be sure to wish your Small Group members a happy birthday 
when they come around. 

Weekly Check-In: 
- Check-In with how the Bible Reading Plan has been going and what God has been teaching 

them 
- Give a BLESS update: 

BLESS stands for: Begin with Prayer, Listen, Eat, Serve, & Share your Story 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 

- We all desire to be known and to know others 
- Small Groups are the way we build community and help each other take next steps with 

God 
- Small Groups are the vehicle for living out the mission of invitation God has given us as 

Christ followers 

The mission and vision that Jesus gave the church was to introduce others to Him and to the 
community of believers. 

The book of Acts is not saying, “Remember what the church used to be and do?” It is not a formula 
for success; not a list of goals and action plans for us; but a formula for faithfulness. What we need 
to ask ourselves is, “What happens when the Spirit of the risen Jesus is at work?” 

What does it look like for your Small Group to be a place where people are real with one another, 
sharing their struggles, confessing their sins, and encouraging each other?  

When life is being lived out well with one another, it is contagious! It makes sense that we want to 
incite others to experience life with God. It makes sense that people want to join what is happening. 
It makes sense that we see God’s kingdom growing through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Ask a Small Group leader, take a moment right now to pray for your Small Group members. Pray 
that your group would become a place where people are encountering the one true God. Pray that 
the vision and mission that we see in Acts would become so real for your Small Group today. God 
wants to do great things through the people in your group. 

Next Steps: 
Spend time with your Small Group planning ways you can be intentional about inviting others to 
experience community through an outreach project.  

Social Outreaches: inviting others to experience community in a fun, informal way. 
Serve Outreaches: inviting others to meet practical needs and create goodwill in the community 

Begin putting events on your calendar for this summer. Assign different tasks to those in your 
groups. Outreach is exciting as new people get the chance to learn more about Jesus! 

 



Weekend of June 11, 13, & 14 | Connect 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● When is your birthday and what would be the ultimate birthday gift? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What was a story that stuck out to you this past week while reading through the book 
of Acts? What did you learn about God through that story? 

● Give a BLESS update. 

This Week’s Big Idea: The early church existed in small communities (Small Groups) to carry 
out Jesus’ large mission. 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Group Interactive (10-15 minutes): 

Read aloud together the chapter in Acts that corresponds to today’s date. What stuck out to 
you in this chapter? 

 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Acts 2|42-47 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 

wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 

need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved.” 

1. Looking at the passage, what was so attractive about becoming a Christian in the 
first century? 

2. Why did you join this Small Group? 

 



 

James 5|13-16 “Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let 

them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the 

church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the 

prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they 

have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray 

for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful 

and effective.” 

3. Small Group provides an opportunity for us to be known and to know others. How do 
you see that played out in this passage? 

4. Why is it important to have people in your life who know what’s really happening? 

5. How can you get better in creating spaces for others to share how they are 
struggling? 

Matthew 28|18-20 “Then Jesus came to them (his disciples) and said, ‘All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.’” 
6. This passage has been called the Great Commission. What role do Small Groups 

have in living this out? 

7. Who is someone you can invite to join our Small Group? 

 

Next Steps: 

What is something your Small Group can do this next 
month to be intentional in inviting others into experiencing 
this missional community? 

Plan an Outreach Event as a Small Group: 

- Host a game night (in person or virtual) 
- Have a backyard BBQ 
- Clean up trash at the local park 
- Do some landscaping at your local school 

 

Invite others to come serve or hang out alongside of you! We have the chance to show them 
what true community looks like and to introduce them to Jesus. “Go and make disciples” 
often begins by simply spending time together. 
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