
 
Weekend of June 4, 6, & 7 | Race and Unrest: LEADER GUIDE 

Hey Small Group Leaders! 
What’s Next: How do we respond as Christians to racism and unrest? 

We followers of Christ, we want to be focusing on helping others take next steps with God and also 
making sure that we are taking our own next steps with God. How can we continue to grow to be 
more like Christ in all that we do? It is God’s plan and purpose to use us for His mission!  

This week, create space in your group for discussion. Don’t worry about having all the “right 
answers.” Be open with how you are processing the things God is teaching you. We are all here to 
help each other with our next steps. 

Reading Plan 
During this series, the entire church will be encouraged to read the entire book of Acts by reading 
one chapter a day. We would love for you to walk through this reading plan with your Small Group 
and to also encourage them to invite others to join in the reading plan as well. That YouVersion 
Bible Reading Plan is: Acts Reading Plan. 

Ice Breaker: 
Learn about each others’ names in this ice breaker to get us talking about our family history. 

Weekly Check-In: 
Give a check-in for people to share what they are learning about God through Daily Encounter. 
Follow up from last week to hear how your group is BLESSing those unique people in their lives. 

Group Interaction: 
As a Small Group, read aloud together the Acts chapter from today’s reading in the YouVersion 
Plan. The reading for today is the same chapter that matches today’s date. (ie June 10=Acts 10) 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 
- We each view the world differently due to our different backgrounds. Are we more focused on 

justifying our way or on loving others? 
- It is God’s plan for restoration for the entire world. As followers of Christ, we are called to the 

mission of restoration and unity. 

How can we as a church become a place that brings restoration and unity between people of 
different races and cultures? How can we continue to point other Christians to examples that we 
see throughout the Bible? 

Next Steps: 
BLESS: Encourage your Small Group to be intentional in Listening  this week by asking questions 
and learning more about the way others view the world.  

 

https://www.bible.com/en/reading-plans/864


Weekend of June 4, 6, & 7 | Racism and Unrest : A New Kind of Family 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● Tell us about your name: who were you named after, what does your name mean, or 
where does your last name originate from? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What have you been learning about God through your Daily Encounter? 
● Give a BLESS Update. 

This Week’s Big Idea: As members of God’s New Family, how do we respond to racism and 
unrest in our nation? 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Group Interactive (10-15 minutes): 

Read aloud together the chapter in Acts that corresponds to today’s date. What stuck out to 
you in this chapter? 

 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Luke 10|25-37 “On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ 

he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 26 ‘What is written in the Law?’ he 

replied. ‘How do you read it?’ 27 He answered, ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.”’ 28 ‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and 

you will live.’ 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my 

neighbor?’ 30 In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 

away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 

when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came 

to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he 

traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 

his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out 

 



 

two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when I 

return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.” 36 Which of these three 

do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?’ 37 The expert 

in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’ Jesus told him, ‘Go and do 

likewise.’” 

1. Summarize what you see happening in this passage. 

2. If you were to place yourself in this story, which character would you most resonate 
with? Why? Does your race play a part in how you answer this question? 

3. The expert in the law wanted to “justify himself” and pressed Jesus with more 
questions. Have you been guilty of focusing more on justifying your actions rather than 
caring for the needs of others? 

Ephesians 2|12-13 & 17-22 “Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, 

excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 

without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once 

were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ... 17 He (Jesus) came and 

preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For 

through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are 

no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also 

members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 

Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined 

together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being 

built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” 

4. Without Christ, what were we? 

5. What does it mean to you to be a “member of God’s household?” 

6. Being “built together” is a continuous process. How can we as a church bring 
restoration and unity? What other Scriptures talk about this? 

 

Next Steps: 

What does it look like to represent Jesus where you live, 
work, and play? It looks a lot like BLESS. 

How can you Listen  this week to the stories of those 
around you? Ask intentional questions and begin to learn 
more about the way others view the world. 

We listen to understand. We listen to know how to pray. We 
listen to know how to serve. And we listen to know how to 
share the love and truth of Jesus. 

 


