
 
Weekend of June 25, 27, and 28 | The Neighbor In Need: LEADER GUIDE 

Ice Breaker: 
Share a way you’ve needed to borrow something from a neighbor. If you haven’t met your neighbor 
yet, this is a great way to do so!  

Weekly Check-In: 
- Check-In with how the Bible Reading Plan has been going and what God has been teaching 

them 
- Talk together as a Small Group about what plan you will study next. 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 

- Jesus commanded His followers to choose love first. 

- Jesus’ purpose on earth was to call those who were lost back to relationship with God. 

- Jesus identified with the most vulnerable in society. 

- The best place to see Jesus and look like Jesus is by serving others. 

For those of us who have been following Christ for a while, it can be easy to accidentally get a 
pharisee type mindset: focussing on avoiding messiness and neglecting those around us. Jesus 
didn’t come to call the righteous but the sinner to repentance. His heart is for everyone to know 
Him. We want to dig into topics like race and injustice because we know it isn’t God’s heart for 
these things to exist in our nation and in our world. 

Rather than avoiding the messiness of those around us and those in our nation, choosing to follow 
Jesus means we seek to listen, understand, and love them. We look the most like Jesus when we 
learn to love like He did. His love was not a passive sit back love. His love prompted people to 
respond, to repent, and to pursue relationship with God. 

Next Steps: 
This week encourage your Small Group to get outside and meet some neighbors! Take a walk and 
hang out in the front yard or common area. Focus on getting to know each other- asking questions 
and listening for ways to meet needs. 

Have your Small Group check out some of the ideas at 242community.com/gobe. There are ideas 
there how you can begin loving your neighbors and also needs in your community. 

Begin brainstorming with your Small Group about how you will be able to use the Small Group 
“Invitation Door Hangers.” How will you be invitational this summer to help people take their next 
step with God? 

 



Weekend of June 25, 27, & 28 | The Neighbor In Need 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What is something you have borrowed from your neighbor? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter this past week? 

This Week’s Big Idea: Scripture teaches that one day we will be held accountable for how we 
treated our neighbors in need. 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Matthew 22|35-40 “One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 

‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ 37 Jesus replied: ‘“Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 38 This is 

the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’” 

1. If you would have been asked this question, “What is the greatest commandment,” 
what do you think you would have answered? 

2. What does it look like to love others as we love God first? 

Luke 5|27-31 “After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi 

sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything 

and followed him. 29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large 

crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you 

eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the 

healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance.” 

3. When was the last time you visited the doctor? Was it for a check-up or because you 
were not feeling well? 

 



 

4. The Pharisees believed in distancing themselves from people who weren’t like them. 
What did Jesus say His purpose was here on earth? 

5. Would you say the people you most associate with are mostly like you, not like you, 
or somewhere in between? 

6. What is an organic way you can hear from people from a different life experience than 
yours? (race, education level, income level, etc.) 

Matthew 31-40 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 

will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the King will 

say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 

and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 

needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 

you?’ 40 The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” 

7. Caring for those around us isn’t just a good thing to do- it’s something Jesus expects 
of us. Who is someone you know who lives out this type of love? 

8. What are some practical examples we see in the passage of meeting others needs? 

9. How will you let this passage shape your upcoming week? 

 

Next Steps: 

Being a neighbor to those in need means we have to know 
our neighbors and to listen for needs they have. 

Take a walk in your neighborhood and introduce yourself to 
people when you see them. Spend some time in your front 
yard or common area and see what happens. 

Pick one neighbor to get to know over this next week. Ask 
questions and listen to what they have to say. Begin praying 
for that neighbor that God would show you how to show 
them His love so that they can have a relationship with Him. 

For more ideas of how to begin being a blessing to your 
neighbors and meeting needs in your community, check out the links at 
242community.com/gobe 

 


