1 Thessalonians 2|13 & 17-18
“And we also thank God continually because, when you
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the
word of God, which is indeed at work in you who
believe… 17 When we were orphaned by being separated
from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out
of our intense longing we made every effort to see you.
18 For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did,
again and again—but Satan blocked our way.”

2 Corinthians 1|8-10
“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and
sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far
beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life
itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of
death. But this happened that we might not rely on
ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver
us again. On him we have set our hope that he will
continue to deliver us.
11 as you help us by your
prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the
gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of
many.”

1 Thessalonians 2|1-4
“You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was
not without results. 2 We had previously suffered and
been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but
with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel
in the face of strong opposition. 3 For the appeal we
make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor
are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as
those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel.
We are not trying to please people but God, who tests
our hearts.”

