Weekend of July 16 & 19 | The Good News in Suffering: LEADER GUIDE
Hey Small Group Leaders! Welcome to week one of “Some Good News” as we dig into studying
the book of 1 Thessalonians. This is the last series of our Summer 2020 Term before we take a
break until Fall Term at the end of September. The last week of lessons will be August 2-8.

And we want to celebrate churchwide all the good things your Small Groups have been doing!
Please send your Small Groups Pastor any photos or video clips of your Small Group showing ways
you’ve been reaching out in your communities and being a BLESSing throughout the first half of
this year. The Creative Arts and Worship team will be highlighting these stories in a special element
planned for the weekend of Aug 2.
Ice Breaker:
Start your group off with some laughter! What’s something funny that’s happened to you?
Weekly Check-In:
- Have your group share what God has been teaching them through the Bible.
- Follow-up from last week’s challenge to bake some cookies. How did that go?
Group Interactive:
Read together as a Small Group Acts 17 to hear the background story of the Thessalonians.
Unpack with your group what you read and how the people responded to the Good News of Jesus.
Scripture and Discussion Questions:
The flow of this week lesson is:
● The Thessalonians experienced suffering.
● They choose to believe in the Good News of Jesus in the midst of that suffering.
● The Good News or Gospel leads to unshakable joy, inspired hope, and freedom from
idols (things we think will give us peace/comfort/strength).
● We have the same choice today to put our trust in Jesus’ Good News.
Our world has been full of plenty of bad news. Being focused on the good news doesn’t mean you
deny the bad news, but it does mean you don’t live your life defined by it.
How is the Bible still relevant today in our culture? How does believing the Good News of Jesus
make a difference in how we feel about the world and news around us?
When our joy is based on our situations, when our situations change, our joy will be shaken.
Building our lives on the foundation of Jesus leads to unshakable joy and enduring faith. We learn
to get rid of the things that don’t really give us peace or security and instead cling to what Jesus
says is true. Biblical hope leads to endurance because it is based on God’s faithfulness.
Next Steps:
We all have next steps to take in putting the gospel into action in our hearts, minds, and lives. Have
your group take a look at The Nine, our 2|42 Discipleship Strategy.
Look at the breakdown of each square on the 3rd page of the lesson and talk about examples of
next steps for each square. Encourage everyone in your group to identify a possible next step for
their lives. Write these down so that you can be praying for your Small Group and also helping them
as they take this next step.
For those in your group praying about stepping into a leadership role at 2|42, have them sign up for
the next round of the online LeadOut class August 26 & 27.

Weekend of July 16 & 19 | The Good News In Suffering
Ice Breaker Question:
● We all need some good news! Share a funny story of something that’s happened to
you this past year.
Weekly Check In
● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter this past week?
● How have you been able to be a BLESSing to those in your life?
This Week’s Big Idea: Choosing to believe the Good News of Jesus brings freedom,
unshakable joy, & inspired hope.
What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching?
Group Interactive (10-15 minutes):
Read aloud together Acts 17|1-15 and discuss the following questions:
● What was the Good News message that Paul brought to the Thessalonians?
● How did people respond positively? How did people respond negatively?
● Why do you think these believers held onto their new faith in the midst of suffering?
Scripture and Discussion Questions:
1 Peter 1|3-9 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power

until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this
you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in

praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him,

you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled

with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.”

1. What has been the hardest part of the last four months?
2. According to this passage, how is it that we are able to have joy in the midst of our
trials and suffering?
3. Being focused on the good news doesn’t mean you deny the bad news, but it does
mean you don’t live your life defined by it. How can trusting in the hope of the Gospel
be relevant in a time like today?
Matthew 7|24-27 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the

streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because
it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and

does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The

rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and
it fell with a great crash.”
4. What things do you base your happiness on? What happens when those things fail?
5. What was the main point Jesus was trying to make by telling this story?
Next Steps:
We all have Next Steps we need
to take in making the Good News
of Jesus the center and priority
of our lives. At 2|42 we use “The
Nine” as our Discipleship
Strategy to help identify possible
next steps that we can take.
Take a look at The Nine (and the
explanations on the next page)
and talk together as a Small
Group about each of the
squares. What is a next step God
is calling you to take?
Share your next step with your Small Group so they can be praying for you.

