
 
Weekend of July 30 & Aug 1 | Good News in Relationships: LEADER GUIDE 

This is the last lesson for Summer 2020. Thank you for your leadership this summer and how you’ve 
gone the extra mile helping your Small Group members continue to take next steps with God! 

Small Group Lessons will begin again with the weekend of September 13. Until then, how will you 
help your Small Group stay connected and on mission? 

- Plan an outreach! (Find a serving opportunity in your community or host a block party) 
- Join a weekend Team! (242community.com/join-the-team) 
- Read a YouVersion plan together 
- Meet one on one (or couple to couple) with members of your Group over dinner 

Ice Breaker: 
Start your group off with some laughter! Share some of the worst date experiences you’ve had...or 
ones you’ve heard about. 

Weekly Check-In: 
- Have your group share what God has been teaching them through the Bible. 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 
The flow of this week lesson is: 

- Love is what changes our relationships. It is a choice we have to make. 
- Jesus calls us to be the ones to take the first step in reconciling our relationships. 
- Overflowing love comes from God and empowers us to look for the best in others, to 

be grateful, and to earnestly pray for those we love. 
- Love is what Jesus calls us to do with all of our relationships. 

This week Paul shared the secret to having healthy relationships: overflowing love. But this type of 
love that compels us to look for the best in others and to pray for them isn’t just for those people 
we “want” to love. As Christ followers, we are called to extend this overflowing love to all those we 
are in relationship with. 

In Matthew 5, Jesus challenged His listeners to pursue reconciliation with all relationships. He 
called them to take the first step. And He is calling us to do the same today. The Good News, the 
Gospel, motivates us to seek out restoration. “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5|8). 

For context if your group members ask, the word “raca” means something similar to "empty one,” 
"empty headed," or "foolish." 

This overflowing love of God gives us strength to use gratefulness over irritability. It prompts us to 
prayer rather than complain. It helps us see the best in others rather than assuming the worst. 
Those three action steps, when applied, make a huge difference in bringing about healthy 
relationships. 

Next Steps: 
As Small Group wraps up this week- how can you encourage your Small Group to be intentional in 
spending time with God? 

Continue to read YouVersion plans during this break and check in with those in your Small Group. 
Have your group check out the Abide App to lean into prayer and meditation on Scripture. You can 
learn more information at 242community.com/dailyencounter or using the 2|42 App. 

 

https://242community.com/join-the-team/
http://242community.com/dailyencounter
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/2-42-community-church/id1091903109


Weekend of July 30 and August 1 | Some Good News in Relationships 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● We all need good news and something to laugh about! Share a “worst date” 
experience you’ve had… or you’ve heard about. 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter this past week? 

This Week’s Big Idea: Overflowing Love means choosing to believe the best about others, 
being grateful, and earnestly praying for others. 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

1 Corinthians 13|4-7 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 

not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 

keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It 

always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 
1. What makes a good friend? 

2. Which definition of love stuck out to you as you read this passage? Why? 

3. Who is someone in your life you need to love better? 

Matthew 5|21-24 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that 

anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone 

who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, 

‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 23 Therefore, if you are offering your gift at 

the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 

24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come 

and offer your gift.” 

4. What triggers you easily and makes you angry? 

5. When we realize we have a relationship that’s broken, what does this passage tell us 

 



 

should happen? 

6. What are practical steps in getting better at being the one to make the first move? 

1 Thessalonians 3|9-13 “How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy 

we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most 

earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may 

our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 

12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone 

else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 

blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes 

with all his holy ones.” 

7. Think back to the person you named in Question 3. What is something you appreciate 
about them? 

8. Restoring relationships isn’t just up to us. How have you seen God work through 
prayer to bring healing in your relationships? 

9. To pray earnestly means we pray with intensity and desperation- like it is one of the 
most loving things we can do for others. How will you make prayer a priority this week? 

 

Next Steps: 

Healthy relationships require overflowing love. As we read in 1 Thessalonians, this overflowing 
love is a gift from God. We are able to love others 
deeply and put their needs above ours because 
Jesus loved us and gave His life for us through His 
death on the cross. We learn love from God. 

How often do you spend time with God throughout 
the day? Do you have a daily time you set aside to 
read the Bible? To pray? To just be still and listen? 

With Small Group term ending and weekend 
services limited, it is more important than ever to 
develop your own daily disciplines in spending time 
with God. There are great apps like YouVersion or 

Abide to help you out! 

What is your next step to pursue a Daily Encounter with God? 

   

 


