
 
Weekend of July 9 & 12 | The Nasty Neighbor: LEADER GUIDE 

Ice Breaker: 
Cookies! Ask your Small Group about their favorite cookie recipes or just favorite cookies in 
general. If someone has a great recipe, encourage them to share it with the group. 

Weekly Check-In: 
- Have your group share what God has been teaching them through the Bible. 
- Talk about needs your Small Group has been seeing in the neighborhoods they live 

and how you might be able to work together as a Group to meet them. 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 

- Jesus’ love was radically different from those around Him. He both extended grace and 
called people away from their sin. 

- Even when Jesus was mistreated, He chose to show love. 

- Jesus calls us as His followers to His radical type of love- showing love to everyone 
regardless of the way they treat us. 

None of us deserve the love that God has shown us. We deserve the consequence of our sin and 
separation from God. But instead, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5|8). We 
were once alienated from God and were enemies of Him, but He chose to reconcile us to Himself 
(Colossians 1|21-22). 

Because of Jesus’ example of love, we also are compelled to show His love to others around us. 

We look at Jesus’ constant example of turning the other cheek, choosing forgiveness, and 
relentlessly giving of Himself. He poured out love with no expectation in return. He only longed that 
we would be restored in relationship with Father (John 16|27-28). 

Spend time talking in your Small Group this week about what it looks like to love those who are not 
like us, those who have been mean to us, and even those who hate us and slander us.  

Next Steps: 
As a practical next step this week, encourage your Small Group to bake some cookies (or grab 
some for the store) and give them to someone who hasn’t treated them well.  

Talk together as a group to come up with responses to the question “Why are you doing this?” 

Spend time as a Small Group praying for those people who will be receiving cookies this next week 
that God would start opening up their hearts to receive His love. 

 



Weekend of July 9 & 12 | The Nasty Neighbor 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● Do you have a tried and true cookie recipe? If so, what kind are they? 
 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter this past week? 
● What are some needs you’ve been noticing where you live? 

This Week’s Big Idea: Jesus taught a more radical version of love: loving our enemies. 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

John 8|2-11 “At dawn Jesus appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people 

gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the 

Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 

4 and said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law 

Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?’ 6 They were using 

this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down 

and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, 

he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to 

throw a stone at her.’ 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this, those 

who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, 

with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, ‘Woman, 

where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ 11 ‘No one, sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither do 

I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’” 

1. Share a time when you got caught doing something you shouldn’t have. 

2. The Pharisees, the religious rulers of the day, dragged a woman caught in adultery 
before Jesus. What were they planning to do with her? How did Jesus respond? 

3. What was it like for you when you realized that Jesus had forgiven you? 

4. How does Jesus’ love both extend grace and call us to something greater 

 



 

Luke 23|32-37 “Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him (Jesus) to be 

executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, 

along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, ‘Father, 

forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes 

by casting lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They 

said, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’ 

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, 

‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’” 

5. How did Jesus react to His mistreatment while He was being crucified? 

6. Why do you think Jesus could say, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing” in a moment like that? 

Luke 6|27-36 “‘But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If 

someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your 

coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if 

anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would 

have them do to you. 32 If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 

sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, 

what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom 

you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 

expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to 

them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you 

will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful.’” 

7. What are some practical examples of love in this passage? How are they different than 
the response we might expect? 

8. Who is someone in your life that needs to experience this type of undeserved love? 
And what can you begin to do this week to show them that?

 

 

Next Steps: 

Showing love means choosing to do good expecting nothing in return. And showing love can 
be as easy as sharing cookies. 

This week bake a batch of cookies (or pick some up at the store) and deliver them to someone 
needing to receive some love this week. Challenge yourself to give them to someone who 
hasn’t been kind to you. Spend time praying for them that God will open up their hearts to 
experience His love. 

 


