
 
Weekend of July 2, 4, and 5 | The Neighbor Next to You: LEADER GUIDE 

Ice Breaker: 
Use this question as a follow-up from last week’s Next Step challenge to go out and meet some 
neighbors. 

Weekly Check-In: 
Check-In with how the Bible Reading Plan has been going and what God has been teaching them 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 

- Jesus taught that a neighbor isn’t someone just like you but includes everyone. 

- We often find ways to convince ourselves that we don’t have to help others. 

- Loving others not like us can be messy. But we chose to be motivated by God’s love 
and compassion rather than fear. 

- Compassion compels us to see the needs of others and respond by meeting those 
needs. 

 
This week’s lesson focuses on the story of the Good Samaritan. It’s easy to aspire to be like the 
Good Samaritan, but we realize upon reflection how often we turn away from the injustice we see 
around us- from those begging on the side of the road to the racial jokes and slurs from 
co-workers.  

Jesus told this story to teach the expert in the law (and us) that loving your neighbor means doing 
what is right regardless of the cost- to see a need and meet that need. 

But when we’ve faced rejection or hurt in the past, it can make us jaded towards helping others 
again. The Samaritan in the story had most likely been rejected by Jews his entire life. But he 
allowed compassion to movitave him to look past his own hurts to see the hurt man in front of him. 

Compassion isn’t just feeling sorry for someone. Compassion is seeing someone how Jesus sees 
them and loving them like Jesus loves them. Compassion requires action. 

Next Steps: 
What are needs in the community that your Small Group meets in? What injustices do you see 
happening in your city, town, or on your street? If your Small Group doesn’t begin meeting those 
needs, what will happen? 

Brainstorm with your group of ways you can start making a difference right where you live. And how 
can you invite others to join alongside your Small Group to make an impact in your community? 

 



Weekend of July 2, 4, & 5 | The Neighbor Next to You 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● What is the name of one of your neighbors? Share a story of how you met or 
something cool you’ve learned about them. 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter this past week? 

This Week’s Big Idea: A true neighbor is someone filled with compassion who responds and 
meets the needs they see in front of them. 

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

Luke 10|25-32 “On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ 

he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 26 ‘What is written in the Law?’ he 

replied. ‘How do you read it?’ 27 He answered, ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.”’ 28 ‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and 

you will live.’ 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my 

neighbor?’ 30 In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 

away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 

when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came 

to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.’” 

1. Even though the priest and Levite saw the hurt man, they chose to walk away. How 
could they do that? Why do we turn away from injustice? 

2. Pretend you’re in front of a 1st grade class with children of different ethnicities 
represented. How would you explain our current racial unrest? If you’re hesitant to 
tell the whole truth or go into detail, what might those feelings be rooted in? 

 



 

Luke 10|33-37 “But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he 

saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 

and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care 

of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look 

after him,” he said, “and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 

may have.” 36 Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into 

the hands of robbers? 37 The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’ 

Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” 

3. The story doesn’t tell us what happened after the man recovered. Have you ever 

offered help to someone who didn’t appreciate it? 

4. The Jewish people during the time of Jesus despised the Samaritans. Why do you 
think the Samaritan helped this man despite the risk of rejection? 

5. How can we stop letting fear keep us back from loving others? 

Colossians 3|11-14 “Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 12 Therefore, as God’s 

chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 

of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 

6. What does it look like to “clothe yourselves with compassion”? 

7. What are ways you can model Jesus’ love and unity in your life (conversations, social 

media posts, and interactions with neighbors)? 

 

Next Steps: 

Dr. Martin Luther King said, “‘The first question the priest 
and the Levite asked was, “If I stop to help this man, what 
will happen to me?” The good Samaritan reversed the 
question and said, “If I do not stop and help this man, what 
will happen to him?”’ 

Compassion compels us to see the needs in front of us and 
to respond by meeting those needs. 

What is a need in the community where your Small Group 
meets? How can you as a Small Group work together to 

show God’s love by meeting that need? 

   

 


