
 
Weekend of September 24, 26, 27 | Elisha’s Story: LEADER GUIDE 

This week kicks off a new 4 week series called Bible Stories for Grown-Ups. We will be 
getting past the popular versions of the stories and the easy Sunday School answers to see how 
God is growing and challenging us today. 

Our world is filled with division. Mask vs no mask. Virtual learning vs being in the school building. 
Republican vs Democrat. Just to name a few. Division isn’t a new problem.  

Elisha & Paul made the commitment to put forth God’s story first and above their own stories- 
especially when that wasn’t the popular thing to do. How we communicate God’s story with our 
words and lives is important. Our friends, neighbors, co-workers are all watching us right now. Will 
we use this moment to push our own ideas and agendas? Or will we use it to tell God’s story? 

Special things to note for this lesson: 

This lesson concludes with unpacking BLESS and challenging each person in your group to give 
the name of someone in their life God is calling them to BLESS this fall. Don’t skip past this 
section! If you feel like you might not have time- feel free to drop out a few of the questions earlier 
in the lesson to insure you will have the time needed for each person to share. This will be 
something that the lessons will refer back to throughout this fall. 

Ice Breaker: 
Have each perso n in your group share their answer in order of shortest to tallest. You’ll need to 
spend a bit of time figuring out the order and writing it down or putting it in the video chat so you 
can remember. 

Weekly Check In and Daily Encounter Reading Plan Challenge : 
This fall as a church we will be reading through the entire New Testament in 90 days. Here is how to 
do that together as a Small Group: 

Using the YouVersion Plan: The New Testament in 90 Days , start a reading plan that begins on 
October 1. You can watch this quick video tutorial  on how to set that up. 

Each day your Small Group will read 3 chapters of the New Testament and will be able to comment 
at the end of their reading time things that stuck out to them, questions they had, or how they’ll be 
applying what they read in their lives. 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 

- Elisha was willing to set his time and story to the side because he was focused on 
God’s story and timeline. 

- Paul saw that the story of Jesus was more important than his own story and set aside 
his own background and preferences in order to more effectively tell the story of Jesus. 

- We also have the choice to pursue our own stories or to tell the story of what God is 
doing in and through us. 

Next Steps: 
Make a list together as a group of names that God is highlighting to begin or continue sharing the 
story of what Jesus is doing in and through our stories. 

 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/18692
https://youtu.be/49lfHif7I0E


Weekend of September 24, 26, 27 | Elisha’s Story 

Ice Breaker Question: 

From shortest to tallest, have each person in your Small Group answer this question: 

What is one of the first Bible stories you remember hearing? 

 

Daily Encounter Reading Plan Challenge and Weekly Check-In: 

This fall our entire church will be encouraged to read through the entire New Testament by 
reading 3 chapters each day for 90 days. As a Small Group, utilize the YouVersion Bible 
Reading Plan: The New Testament in 90 Days  to share with each other what God is teaching 
you in that day’s reading. 

● What is something God has been teaching you in your Daily Encounter? 

This Week’s Big Idea: When we let our stories become God’s stories, there is eternal impact. 

What do you remember most or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching on Elisha? 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

1 Kings 19|19-21 “So Elijah went from there and found Elisha, son of Shaphat. He was 

plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went 

up to him and threw his cloak around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. 

‘Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,’ he said, ‘and then I will come with you.’ ‘Go 

back,’ Elijah replied. ‘What have I done to you?’ 21 So Elisha left him and went back. He 

took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook 

the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and 

became his servant.” 

1. Elisha followed and served Elijah for 18 years before his own ministry began. How do 
you respond when you’re stuck waiting for something? 

2. Elisha was willing to set aside that time because he was focused on God’s story and 
timeline. Take a look at your life, can you see moments where God was working on 
something bigger than you originally thought? 

1 Corinthians 9|19-27 “Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a 

slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win 

 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/18692


 

the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am 

not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I 

became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 

Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to 

win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might 

save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in 

such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 

training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will 

last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a 

boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after 

I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” 

3. What was Paul’s strategy in how he shared the gospel and the story of Jesus? 

4. Paul decided that what God wanted to do through him was a greater priority than his 
own background and preferences. What does it look like to live out this mindset in 
our culture and society today? 

5. What could our world look like if we prioritized telling the story of Jesus rather than 
our own stories? 

 

Next Steps: BLESS 

Elisha and Paul realized their stories weren't about them- it was about what God wanted to do 
through them. Our life circumstances, backgrounds, co-workers, and family dynamics create a 
unique atmosphere for sharing how our story has become a story of what God has done. 

How do we begin to share that story? Here at 2|42 we use BLESS. 
B egin with Prayer: We pray for the people in our spheres of influence. 

Listen:  We listen to the needs of others and the places where God is at work. 

Eat: We share meals and our lives with the people God gives us. 

Serve: We respond to the needs of others and help them in practical and impactful ways 

Share your story: We share the story of Jesus and what He is doing in our lives. 

As a group, reflect on these questions: 
● Which of these is the easiest for you to do? 

● Which is the hardest? 

Next Step Challenge: 
As we’ve been talking, who is one person God has been putting on your heart to begin 
BLESSing? Have each person share the name of one person and any background information 
about him or her. Write down the list of names to begin praying for these people. 

 


