
 
Weekend of October 1, 3, 4 | Gideon & Samson’s Story: LEADER GUIDE 

During the series, Bible Stories for Grown Ups, we will be getting past the popular versions of 
stories in the Bible we remember. In this series, we will be discussing the stories of Elisha, Gideon & 
Samson, Noah, and Joseph.  

Ice Breaker: 
Have you broken Ikea furniture when trying to build it? Have you felt like Superman when you bent 
a metal table? Have your group share a time when they broke something because they didn’t know 
their own strength. 

Weekly Check-In: 
- Check-In with what God has been teaching your group during their Daily Encounter. If you 

haven’t already, join the church in reading The New Testament in 90 Days  on YouVersion.  

Group Interactive (20-30 minutes): 
Check out how to do breakout rooms  to break into smaller groups to read Gideon & Samson aloud 
in zoom or have each smaller group read silently on their own. Then come together and share the 
two stories with the whole group. 

- Gideon  (Judges 6-7) &  Samson (Judges 13-16) 

- Gideon was an Israelite who was fearful of his calling from God to fight against 
his oppressors, the Midianites, and asked for and received signs from God that 
he would win.  

- Samson was an Israelite who lost his strength when his hair was cut but 
ultimately had victory over their oppressors, the Philistines. 

Scripture and Discussion Questions : 
The flow of this week lesson is: 

- Giden - weakness 
- Samson - strength 
- God can use either 
- Share your strengths and weaknesses with someone to help hold you accountable 

We often know our gifts, talents, and fall backs - we can use these to be prideful or have a lot of 
negative self talk...God made us in His image and wants to use us just the way we are. Find 
someone to help you take a bold next step.   

Next Steps: 
As we discuss some topics that may bring up things that are holding us back personally, it’s a great 
reminder that we need to have someone in our lives to help hold us accountable and follow God’s 
plan for our lives.  

Coaching relationships can happen naturally in small groups as people get to know one another. 
Also, as a small group leader, you can help ‘match’ someone up with another person who may get 
along with them well. Remember, as the small group leader, it is not your job to coach everyone in 
your group. Sharing resources like RightNow Media with someone can help you feel equipped to 
start a coaching relationship.  

 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/18692
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206476313-Managing-Breakout-Rooms


Weekend of October 1, 3, 4 | Gideon & Samson’s Story 

Ice Breaker Question: 

● When was a time you broke something because you didn’t know your own strength? 

 

Weekly Check In 

● What has God been teaching you in your Daily Encounter this past week? 

This Week’s Big Idea: God used Gideon’s weakness and Samson’s strength to bring glory.  

What do you remember most, or what stuck with you from the weekend’s teaching? 

Group Interactive (20-30 minutes): 

Split your small group into two smaller groups to read the story of Gideon and Samson. The 

first group will read Gideon in Judges 6|12-19 and Judges 6|33-Judges 7|22. The second 

group will read Samson in Judges 13|3-5 & 24, Judges 15|10-20, & Judges 16|4-31. Then 

come back together to share the story with the other group. 

● Have someone recap Gideon’s story. 
● Have another group member summarize Samson’s story. 

1. God used Gideon’s weakness and Samson’s strength to deliver Israel from foreign 
oppressors. How did God use Gideon’s weakness to deliver Israel? How did God use 
Samson’s strength? 

2. Thinking of how God used Gideon’s weakness and Samon’s strength, who do you 
relate more to and why? 

 

Scripture and Discussion Questions: 

2 Corinthians 12|9-10 “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 

weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong.” 

3. According to this verse, why is Paul able to rejoice in his weaknesses? 

 



 

4. When was a time God used you when you didn’t think it was possible? 

5. Who has been someone who has walked alongside you in moments of weakness? 
Share how they were able to help. 

 

Next Steps: 

God knows what our strengths and weaknesses 
are and continues to call us to more. We can make 
excuses and hold ourselves back if we let 
ourselves, which is why being in a coaching 
relationship where someone can help you take a 
next step and hold you accountable is pivotal. 

Who in your life right now sets an example that 
you can follow? Is this someone in your small 
group or on your weekend team? Is someone 
‘further’ ahead in their walk with God that you look 
up to? 

This week, reach out to them and ask them to coach or mentor you through what God is 
calling you to, your struggles, or your next step.  

A great coaching resource is RightNow Media. You can sign up for a free account at 
242community.com/nextsteps and scroll down to the RightNow Media link. 

   

 

https://242community.com/nextsteps/

