
Week 19 | LEADER GUIDE

John 14|15-31 | Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

ACTS: Confession

Every time we gather as a small group, we pray together. In Acts 2|42, we read that the early church was “devoted to…
prayer.” So how do we pray? In his teaching, Jesus used a prayer we know as the “Lord’s Prayer” to teach his disciples
how to pray. One helpful tool in learning to pray like Jesus taught is the acronym: ACTS, which stands for:

● Adoration
● Confession
● Thanksgiving
● Supplication (humbly asking God for something)

For the next few weeks, during the group prayer time, help your group practice using this tool.

ICE BREAKER QUESTION

Have you ever ridden a horse? Why or why not?

JOHN 14|15-31

Read John 13|15-31 in two different translations, then have someone summarize the section in their own words
● What did you notice about the two different versions?
● What stood out overall?
● What do we learn about God in this section?
● This section talks about the Holy Spirit. What thoughts or questions do you have about the Holy Spirit?
● This is almost all red letters (words of Jesus). What is something tangible we can implement in our lives based

on what he says here?

PRAYER: CONFESSION

The ACTS (adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication) acronym for prayer can help us pray as a group, and on
our own. In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” He
was teaching them to confess that we need our sins forgiven, and that receiving forgiveness is connected to
extending forgiveness as well.

Lead your group in prayer by praying something like: “Oh God! I confess that I have sinned against you.”
Then give 1-2 minutes for people to confess their sins privately to God.

Wrap up the time of confession by praying something like: “Forgive us, God. We long to be right with You and live a
life that honors You. Thank you for your forgiveness. We love you. Amen.”

After the time of confession, read Romans 8|1-2: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”

Continue your prayer time by asking about prayer requests and how you can be praying for one another.


