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ACTS: Thanksgiving

Every time we gather as a small group, we pray together. In Acts 2|42, we read that the early church was “devoted to…
prayer.” So how do we pray? In his teaching, Jesus used a prayer we know as the “Lord’s Prayer” to teach his disciples
how to pray. One helpful tool in learning to pray like Jesus taught is the acronym: ACTS, which stands for:

● Adoration
● Confession
● Thanksgiving
● Supplication (humbly asking God for something)

For the next few weeks, during the group prayer time, help your group practice using this tool.

ICE BREAKER QUESTION

What is your favorite thing to grow?

JOHN 15|1-25

Read John 15|1-25. Split into groups of two. Take 5-10 minutes to ask each other:
● What does it say? (summarize the section in their own words)
● What does it mean?
● What does it mean for us? (how does this challenge us to live differently than the world?)

Come back together and share.

Then ask:
● When you read the Bible on your own, what does that time look like?
● How could these three questions impact the way you read the Bible on your own?

PRAYER

The ACTS (adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication) acronym for prayer can help us pray as a group, and on
our own. Today we’ll focus on “thanksgiving.”

Before Jesus fed the 5000, before he passed the cup at the last supper, and after the resurrection when he ate with
the men in Emmaus, Jesus modeled prayers of thanksgiving. He often “looked up to heaven and gave thanks.”

Start your prayer time today with “Thanksgiving.” Choose someone to open and close the prayer time and invite
anyone who wants to declare a prayer of thanksgiving for who God is, and what he’s done.

Then, continue your prayer time by asking about prayer requests and how you can be praying for one another.


