
Week 4 | LEADER GUIDE

John 3 | Jesus, Nicodemus, and John the Baptist

They devoted themselves to… prayer.

We’ll talk more about “how to” pray later in this study of the book of John. But every small group gathering should have a
time where you pray with and for each other. Prayer is powerful in connecting us with God. Through prayer we present
our requests, confess our sins, and offer gratitude to God. Through prayer, we also hear from him, and receive guidance
on our next steps.

We’ve worked a guided time of prayer into every week’s guide. Most weeks look like taking requests and praying over
them. But some weeks will look different. We highly encourage you to follow-up with prayer requests that are especially
personal or time-sensitive. We also encourage you to spend time in prayer all week for the people in your group. And
encourage them to pray for each other. One way you could do this is through a group prayer email or prayer request
text-thread. Either way, prayer was an important aspect of the early church community and should be for our small
groups as well.

INTRODUCTION TO DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY

Discovery Bible Study (DBS) is designed to encourage people to discover and explore the meaning of the scripture
themselves through open-ended questions and discussions. The emphasis is on personal discovery, application, and
sharing insights within the group. Typically there are three types of discussion questions: observation, interpretation, and
application: what does it say; what does it mean; and what does it mean for me?

As a group leader, your goal is to help each person in the group encounter God through reading scripture in community
and discover a next step. Listen for opportunities to ask follow-up questions and take the group deeper. It’s ok to go
down rabbit trails that you think might lead to someone discovering their next step. It’s ok to say “I don’t know” if a
difficult question is asked. It’s ok to check references if someone is using a study Bible or if someone wants to search
online. DBS leaders encourage the group to study the scripture together in community.

ICE BREAKER QUESTION

Who’s the best boss you’ve ever had? What made them so good?

REVISIT NEXT-STEPS

What are some steps you’ve been taking over the last few weeks to live more like Jesus?

JOHN 3

Take 5 minutes to read John 3 individually… jot down the things that stand out to you, the questions you
have, and anything that catches your attention.

1. What did you jot down?
2. What does this chapter say about God? Jesus? His character? His plan?
3. What does this chapter say about us?
4. How are the two stories in John 3 connected?
5. Reflect on a moment in your life when you experienced a spiritual rebirth or a deeper understanding of your

faith. How is that moment still impacting you today?
6. Who is someone you know that needs to hear your story?



PRAYER

Pray for the people by name that are mentioned in the question above. Then pray for one another.

How else can we be praying for one another?


